Yemen information sheet: End the War on Children
Why did the war start?
· After many years of fighting, north and south Yemen formed one country in 1990. But groups of people from the North and the South of Yemen had different views on many important topics, and there has been tension and fighting since the country was formed.
· This led to a war starting in March 2015
How people in Yemen are affected.
· Yemen is now the largest manmade crisis in the world.
· 8 out of 10 people in Yemen have no food, water, shelter or medicines. Half of these people are children.
· Ports and Airports have been blocked, so that food and medicines cannot get into the country and people are starving
· 60,000 people have been killed, including 4,000 children
· Millions of people have had to flee their homes, or leave the country 
· 9 out of 10 of people harmed or killed when bombs hit towns and cities had nothing to do with the war. About half of these are children.

The UK government’s involvement
· The UK is not involved in the war.
· But we do sell weapons to Saudi Arabia, who are part of the conflict.
· These weapons are being used to kill and injure children.
Save the Children are asking the British Government to:
· Stop selling bombs to the Saudi Arabian government kill innocent children
· Use its influence to allow lifesaving food, water and medicines to children in need
· Push for a peace process in Yemen

Noor*, 6, and her brother Khalil*, 9, were injured after an airstrike hit their home on January 1, 2017. The airstrike killed their grandmother, 3 year old cousin, and 3 guests.

[image: ] “I was so scared; I kept my eyes closed. My father took us to the hospital, and we were treated there. My wounds still hurt and I am very afraid when I hear aircraft overhead. I have nightmares at night – I see aircrafts hitting our house again and again. My brother and I cannot sleep properly. 

I want to go back to our village, but we are too scared to return because we fear the aircraft will hit us again. We still hear aircraft flying over our house, and constant bombardments targeting military locations in the city. It is too scary! I do not want to go to school. I am too scared to leave the house.”

Over to you!

1. What are the key points you want to communicate?








2. How do you feel about this? Why do you care?









3. What questions to you want to ask? 
What do you want government to do?
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Why did the Houthis want to take over the government?

The Houthis, from mainly the North of Yemen, disagreed with the views and rulings of the Government of Yemen, which was mainly made up of people from the South of Yemen. In February 2015 they dissolved the Parliament and replaced the government with a presidential council, prompting Yemen’s President Hadi to flee to Aden, in the south of the country, and then to Saudi Arabia. The Houthis are supported by former President, Ali Abdullah Saleh.

Who is arming the Houthis?

It is believed that Iran, a country near Yemen, backs the Houthis politically and with weapons.

Why are ISIS and Al Qaeda involved?

ISIS and Al Qaeda want to influence the direction of the Government of Yemen. They are using the conflict as an opportunity to push for their own goals and for their ideas to take hold in Yemen.

What is ISIS? (see above definition)

ISIS is a terrorist group in the middle east who seek to impose their own strict laws and views on different groups of people across the middle east, forcing people to follow their religious and political views.

Are only Save the Children running a campaign to stop bombing children in Yemen?

No. Similar campaigns exist that are run by other charities such as War Child, the Campaign Against the Arms Trade, the Watch List. Together, our voices are much stronger and more likely to influence government.

What does the UK government think about it?

The government knows that the situation is very bad and provides backing to charities to provide aid, but it also sells arms to Saudi Arabia for money that are being used in the war.

What does Jeremy Hunt, the Head of the Foreign Office, think about it?

Jeremy Hunt has to think about a lot of different conflict zones around the world all at the same time. We want him to think that Yemen is a priority war that needs to be dealt with.

Why is it important that we speak to our MP about this?

As your democratic representative in Parliament, your MP can tell the Government your views, and ask Jeremy Hunt directly to change his position.

Why are they still selling weapons to the Saudis? 

The UK Government have a long-standing partnership with Saudi Arabia, and the weapons we sell are worth a lot of money to the Government. Saudi Arabia have historically been a political ally of the UK government in the Middle East, and therefore the UK government are hesitant to sever ties with Saudi Arabia. Because of our exit from the European Union, the UK is more politically vulnerable than usual and looking to renew ties with it’s allies outside of the EU.

What would happen if the UK stopped selling weapons to the Saudis? Would they get their weapons from someone else?

The conflict would not end. Other countries like France and America also sell arms to Saudi Arabia. Some people in the UK would lose jobs and the UK Government would lose some money but selling weapons that kill children is not the right thing to do.

It’s also about partly about our legal commitments – the UK should abide by our legal obligations and promises we’ve made to the world to sell weapons responsibly. And ultimately it’s about our place in the world – if we want to be proud of our country as a global nation, we need to lead by example – not fund a war that is killing children.

What would happen if the Saudi’s didn’t have weapons and the Houthis did?

The Houthis may end up stronger in the war and may win, but the situation is so complicated that we cannot predict what would happen.

Thank you so much to all of you who signed the petition or met with and sent messages to your MP to speak about the importance of protecting children in war; this win absolutely wouldn't have happened without your support. 
Let’s keep standing up for children’s rights all over the world. 
Together, we really can achieve great things!

If you have any questions that we haven’t answered here or would like to find out more, see this great resource mapping the Yemen conflict.
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