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	Session 4 – Campaigning 

		[image: ]Learning Intention: 
· To know that change can come about through campaigning
· To know the relationship between campaigning and British Values 
· To know about and take part in, some of the campaigning work of Save The Children


	Assessment
	Me
	Teacher

	I know what campaigning is
	
	

	I can say how campaigning relates to British Values
	
	

	 I know some of the ways in which ‘Save The Children’ campaigns and how I can join in
	
	




Concept: Campaigning

2 minutes. Young people creating change
Ask whether young people think they can create big change – ask again at the end of the lesson to monitor their learning. Recap last lesson and establish that this time we are going to think about what we can do to help.

5 minutes. A voice in our society
Show the slide. 4.1.
Ask, discuss: What does it mean to have a ‘voice’ in our UK democracy?

Establish that in having a ‘voice’ there are acceptable and unacceptable ways of using this voice. Discuss how having a voice also relates to following the rules, having a choice and respecting differences.

15 minutes. People in power and campaigning
Show the slide 4.2
Ask, discuss: Who helps solve problems in our lives? Who has authority to solve problems at school or at home? How do you get them to help you solve problems? What about if we want to solve a much bigger problem, like children being hurt in a war?

Explain that one of the ways we can use our voices to solve bigger problems in society is by campaigning. Explain what campaigning is using the slides. Include that campaigning is just one of the things charities like Save the Children do to help people.

Go back to the slides with British values. Explain that campaigning is part of using your voice in a democracy, and by campaigning to help other people they are showing support and solidarity towards those whose culture and religion is different from theirs.

Explain that groups in the class are going to a) raise awareness of the difficulties children are facing in the Yemen and b) seek to help change things by, for example, designing a powerful message to their local MP about Yemen. 

NB. This is a simple issue of children’s rights – children should not be bombed – but you can talk in more depth about the campaign depending on the level of your class. For example, you might want to include or not include slide 4.7 depending on whether your learners will understand and engage with it.

40 minutes. 
             Your campaigning action.
             Show the slide 4.12
             This activity will take up the majority of the rest of the lesson: what do your learners want to communicate to their MP about why they think it’s important to Protect Children in Yemen. 

             Each pupil should come up with a powerful message to send to your MP, or an important person in your life about why every child should have the right feel safe, even in war. The slide shows a range of suggestion activities so you can tailor the lesson dependent on how much time is left. You can choose which activity best suits your class.

Consider:
· What did you find interesting you about what you’ve learned so far? 
· How did you feel when hearing about the lives of children in Yemen?
· Why do you think it’s important?
· How could you connect pupils in the UK with the lives of pupils in poorer countries?
· What do you want to tell the decision maker?

If short for time, children can draw or write their message to children in Yemen on a paper plate, to symbolise the fact that the children of Yemen are starving because of the war.

Making links with the persuasive writing elements of the English curriculum they could think about 1) What’s your key message? You might want to include any facts or stories you’ve heard. 2) Why do you care?
You can then send this to your MP – see below for letter template to go with pupils’ work.

Extension tasks. 
Pupils could be given choice about how to present the issue of Yemen through the ideas given in slide 4.8.

· Children could design a presentation or assembly to help others understand about the lives of children in the Yemen and what we can do to help. This could be an assembly for parents or a presentation to infants or secondary aged pupils. It might be a prominent school display.
· Make a poster or video showing what’s happening in Yemen and what we can do about it.
· Write a letter to your local newspaper about what’s happening in Yemen and what your class is doing about it. Remember to include your class photo! (see template below)

Some talking points:
· What do pupils think could be done to reduce conflict in their own lives and in the wider world?  They might choose to be a peacemaker in their own school, listen more to other people’s opinion etc as well as, or instead of taking an action on Yemen.  Do they agree with this solution? What would the consequences be if the government did what we are asking them to do?  The children and teachers may not be aware of the British government arming the Saudi coalition so this will need to be pointed out.

Give pupils Yemen information sheet.

TAKING IT FURTHER 

Why take action? Showing that young people feel strongly about protecting children in war helps to persuade Member of Parliament (MPs) to take the issue seriously. MPs are contacted many times every day by local people, so when you organise a creative, personal campaign it’s more likely to stand out and have an impact. 

The learning, communication, organisation, time-management, initiative and planning skills that learners develop through campaigning are useful in other areas of their school and personal lives. So you’ll not just be helping to protect children in war; you’ll be helping your learners develop new life and career skills. 

Your campaign is bigger than what you’ve just created in the classroom - you can take it to people in power and make a real difference to protecting children in war! 

Find out more about how parliament works in these short videos: 

· In 60 seconds
· In 90 seconds - Parliament Structure 
· In 3 minutes - House of Commons 
· In 3 minutes - House of Lords 
· In 8 minutes - what parliament is, its history, and how you fit in

	Invite your MP into school to see your work

How does it make a difference?
Meeting with your MP face to face and talking about why your issue is important to you is the most personal, impactful way of getting your message across. Communicate why this matters to you, listen to what they think, and give MPs a clear action about what they can do - and you’re on your way to creating change! Don’t forget to take a photo with them - they’ll want to show the world that they are engaging with young people in their constituency. MPs tend to be in their constituencies on Fridays, so can be a good day to arrange a meeting.

TOP TIPS FOR MEETING YOUR MP (this could be a task for your ‘researcher’ during the sessions’)
· Confirm at the start how much time you have available – and then make sure you keep to it!

· Get your most important message across as quickly and simply as possible. Make sure you are prepared and do your research

· Find out what issues your MP is passionate about.

· Take along copies of briefing material that you have or anything else that will help to bring your point to life. The campaigns team at Save the Children will help you to make sure that you know what to ask from them.

· Let your passion for the issue shine through

· You don’t need to be an expert If you’re asked a question you don’t know the answer to, it’s okay to say that you’re not sure and offer to come back to them once you’ve had chance to find out. The most important thing is to be yourself and explain why you care.

· Take a photo – MPs like to have a positive local profile They will often be happy for you to take a photo of you both at the meeting to share afterwards on social media

· Follow up immediately – send your MP an email or letter straight after your meeting

· Thank them for taking the time to meet you and remind them of the action they agreed to. Let us know how your meeting went too! We can give you some advice on the next steps to take as you keep in touch with them.



	Send your messages to your MP

How does it make a difference?
MPs are your representative in government, and by contacting them you are sending a message to the government. Everyone has a local MP, and their address and email address are publically available, once you have found out who yours is, you can contact them by email, letter, or postcard. You can find out how to contact your MP at www.theyworkforyou.com 

MPs receive lots of letters and emails, so use your creativity to make your message stand out with a poster, piece of artwork, photo diary, video, or even just send them our Save the Children bunting to hang up in their office!

Find out more about how to do this on pages 14-15 here.


 
	Raise awareness through an assembly or exhibition in your school

How does it make a difference?
A key part of campaigning is building a movement of people who support your issue. An assembly with other year groups, teachers, or parents is a great way to raise awareness of this issue, and hopefully gain more support beyond your classroom. It’s a great test in whether your learners can clearly communicate a message - and speak publically. The key is to make your assemblies simple, engaging and fun!

Find out more about how to do this on pages 14-15 here.




	
For further tips on how to develop your campaigning skills, see this ‘Skills For Future Youth’ guide here: https://www.sfyouth.eu/index.php/en/sfyouth-toolkit/skills-topics



MP Letter template:

[bookmark: _Hlk508267711]Dear …,
I am writing to you today to tell you that…
· Open with a strong statement. This could be your title from your paper plate for example.
· Say what you have learned about, and why you personally care about what is happening in Yemen.
· What is your class doing?
We believe that every child should have the right to feel safe – even in war. Please make this count for the children of Yemen.
We ask you to please put pressure on the Foreign Office to help children and their families in Yemen, by: 
· Using its influence to allow lifesaving food, water and medicines to children in need
· Pushing for a peace process in Yemen
· Stopping selling bombs to the Saudi Arabian government that kill innocent children
We would love to invite you to our school to visit our exhibition of paper plates we created for Yemen and to discuss what we can do to make a difference for the children of Yemen.
We look forward to hearing from you and hope you are available to meet with us.
Yours sincerely.
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Why write a letter to your local press?

Help shift opinion
Seeing letters like yours published in your local press can help people hear about what’s happening to Yemen’s children, and could help shift the opinion of your community and your local MP.
We’ve provided some suggested wording, but the most impactful letters are the ones you compose yourself.
There’s no guarantee that your letter will be printed, but it sends a message to the editors that your community is made up of people who care about discussing issues that impact children around the world.
MAKE SURE YOU STAND OUT

Editors can be persuaded by personal arguments of why we should care about the war in Yemen. Here are some tips to adapt your letter so that it stands out:
· Open with a strong statement. This could be your title from your plate for example.
· Say what you have learned about, and why you personally care about what is happening in Yemen.
· What is your class doing?
· Keep your letter short and to the point.
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