The Rohingya crisis - Background information

[image: Map showing where Myanmar is]Myanmar
· Myanmar is in South East Asia
· It has a population of 53 million
· It is one of the world’s poorest countries
· It has a majority Buddhist population, but 1 million Muslims have also been living in Myanmar for centuries: these primarily consist of the Rohingya people

Rohingya people
· Around 1 million Rohingya people have lived in Myanmar, which makes them an ethnic minority
· They have traditionally lived in Rakhine state in the North of the country,

The Myanmar military
· Myanmar was ruled by an oppressive military for almost 50 years, which has repeatedly targeted ethnic groups who aren’t Buddhist
· It now has a democratically elected government, but the military are still very influential.

How did the crisis start?
· The military has used attacks by small groups of Rohingya people on police checkpoints to justify attacks against the entire Rohingya population, including children
· Violence has significantly increased since August 2017, and in September 2017 6,700 Rohingya people were killed by the military

How are the Rohingya people affected?
· 700,000 Rohingya people have been forced to leave their homes to escape the violence – two thirds of these are children
· The nearest safe place for most Rohingya refugees to go is Bangladesh
· Bangladesh is one of the poorest countries in the world and is struggling to cope with so many refugees arriving so quickly

[image: Full screen preview]The UK government’s involvement
· The UK government is very powerful and influential within the United Nations (UN)
· They have the power to bring global attention to situations where groups are committing war crimes against civilians
· They have the power to refer the Myanmar military to the International Criminal Court, and get justice for the Rohingya people
· However, they have not yet acted to do this, and the Myanmar military continue to go unpunished
· This sends a message that groups of people can harm and kill children, without any consequences
Save the Children are asking the UK Government to:
Use their influence on the UN Security Council to ensure the people who committed crimes against the Rohingya people are bought to justice. 

FAQs – For teachers only
Who are the Rohingya? 
The Rohingya are an ethnic group, the majority of whom are Muslim, who have lived for centuries in Myanmar. Myanmar is a majority Buddhist country. Before August 2017 there were approximately 1.1 million Rohingya people living in Myanmar. Since the escalation in violence and the forced mass-migration, it is now unknown how many Rohingya people are still living in Myanmar.
The Rohingya people are often referred to as the most persecuted minority in the world. They are not considered one of Myanmar's 135 official ethnic groups and were stripped of citizenship in Myanmar in 1982, which means they are without a state. They have no formal right to services such as education or healthcare and their movement is restricted.  
Although the Rohingya population have lived in Myanmar for centuries, many people in Myanmar view them as foreign intruders from neighbouring Bangladesh and often refer to them as “Bengalis”. 
For decades, the Rohingya population have been subjected to persecution and violence.  

What is the United Nations?
The United Nations (UN) is a global organisation that brings together the international community to ensure peace, stability and prosperity around the world.
It was founded after WWII on the idea that we are all better off if we co-operate and collaborate together on the world stage.

What is the United Nations Security Council?
The UN Security Council (UNSC) is the most powerful part of the UN and is in charge of global peace and security.
The UN Security Council can refer other countries to the International Criminal Court.

What is the International Criminal Court?
In 1998, world leaders set up the International Criminal Court (ICC) to make sure that groups and individuals who committed war crimes could be fairly tried in a court of law. 
The United Nations can refer any case to the ICC, where it will be examined, and legal experts will decide if it is worthy of a trial.

What power does the UK have at the United Nations Security Council?
The UK is one of only 5 permanent members of the UNSC. They are the “penholder” for Myanmar which means we draft all resolutions on Myanmar. In this resolution the UK can include text that refers the situation in Myanmar to the international criminal court, so the people committing war crimes can be brought to justice.
Our Foreign Secretary can authorise the UK to draft such a resolution. 

What happens after the UK agrees to draft a resolution on Myanmar to the Security Council?
All members of the Security Council will consider the resolution. 
If a member country supports the resolution they will vote in favour of it. 
if they don’t particularly support it but also don’t want to reject it, they will abstain from voting and their vote won’t count. 
Permanent members of the security council can stop resolutions by using their “veto”. This will override all other votes and the resolution will be rejected.

Which countries are in the UN Security Council?
There are 5 permanent members of the UN Security Council, these member countries are the USA, UK France, China and Russia.
There are also ten rotating non-permanent seats for other countries. Countries are elected by all the other countries in the UN to take these non-permanent seats for a period of two years. After these two years, there will be another vote to fill that position.
Non-permanent members are still able to influence the Security Council but they cannot veto any resolutions.

Why is Britain a permanent member of the UN Security Council?

The UNSC was formed shortly after WWII and it represented the five most powerful countries in the world at the time. Britain still controlled lots of the world under its empire and had led the successful war against Germany. The international community thought Britain should be a part of this powerful body.

All 5 members also developed a nuclear weapons program which meant that they needed to also shape the world peacefully through their position on the security council.

Today, the balance of power has changed, and Britain is not as powerful as it was after WWII. Some people say other countries are more deserving of permanent membership, like Japan or Germany. But right now, Britain remains a permanent member and holds significant influence over the way the world is shaped.

What if this resolution gets vetoed?
There is a chance that another permanent member of the UNSC will veto any resolution on Myanmar. China is an ally of the Myanmar government and would not want to upset them by referring their military to the ICC.
The UK is using the threat of a veto as an excuse not to act.
We think this is an opportunity to build the case for an International Criminal Court referral and start an important conversation within the UNSC, even if the resolution is vetoed. 
We want the UK to push for a resolution even if it gets vetoed as it will open the door to alternative solutions.  

What are the alternative solutions?
We also want to allow investigators into Myanmar so they can gather evidence and support the case for and ICC referral.
We need this because there have been reports of the Myanmar military destroying evidence. We are also worried any evidence could be destroyed by monsoon rains in Bangladesh. 
Other UN bodies (for example, the UN General Assembly or the Human Rights Council) can start these investigations. However, to do this we need to first show that we have tried all other options at the Security Council – as it’s their job to secure peace in the world.

Where is the ICC?
The ICC is located in The Hague, The Netherlands, one hour away from Amsterdam.
Legal trials and proceedings can take place anywhere in agreement with the ICC, but when found guilty, individuals are detained in the ICC detention centre in The Hague.

What punishments do the ICC give?
The ICC will never issue the death penalty. This goes against international human rights standards. The court can issue life-long prison sentences as well as large fines and ordering that money and materials are returned to groups or individuals if they were wrongly taken.

What is Save the Children doing on the ground?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Save the Children acted quickly to provide lifesaving healthcare, food, water and shelter to Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, and to give social and emotional support to children who have been through traumatic experiences. Our focus is on helping children who have been separated from their parents, and are alone.
We’re still there, protecting children. Since the start of the crisis we’ve reached more than a quarter of a million children.
· Education – by establishing temporary learning spaces, providing quality basic education and conducting lessons in life skills through Non-formal education
· Child Protection – by establishing child friendly spaces, through case management and the formation of child protection groups
· Food and nutrition – by helping distribute essential monthly food packs including rice, oil, beans and salt. By improving essential maternal health and nutrition services
· Water, Sanitation and Hygiene – by providing families with hygiene kits including soaps and sanitary pads. We also provide communities with clean water, latrine construction and de-sludging, as well as incineration and waste management.  
· Shelter - They have distributed tarpaulins and ropes, kitchen utensils and hygiene kits.  
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