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Mahadiya lives in a place 
called Ethiopia and wants 
to be an engineer when she 
grows up. Like me, she couldn’t 
go to school because of the virus. So the people at Save 
the Children sent a camel, full of books and a teacher to 
Mahadiya’s village.

“As the camel library continued to come to our village and 
supplied us with storybooks, I feel very happy,” she says. The 
camel carries 200 storybooks and someone to help kids with 
their reading, so they can keep learning and one day become 
whatever they want to be… Camel. Library. So cool.
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Like when my chimney 
becomes Santa’s big 
entrance. And carrots 
turn into reindeer jet fuel. 
And a camel turns 
into a… library?

Even boring

things become

awesome

at Christmas
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ENERGY
96%

TEAMWORK
87%

POSITIVE MENTAL ATTITUDE 94%
GRAMMAR 

24%

POSITION: COACH AGE: 9

It’s my job to get YOU fi red up for Save the 
Children’s Christmas Jumper Day. And because 
you’re the school’s chief organiser person – 
let’s get this straight: this one has to be 
the Best. One. Ever!

This year’s been not so good for loads of kids 
and grown-ups. When it comes to having fun, 
we’ve got some catching up to do. And seen as 
it’s the end of the whole year, I know you’ll 
give it 100%.

Wanna know the bit I love most? 
Every sweater can help children 
change the future. For good. 
That’s pretty cool.

So jumpers on, people! 
Let’s do this.

Coach Christmas

Jumper HQ

Save the Children

Listen up, people!

This year Christmas Jumper 
Day has to be super safe, 
too! The people at Jumper 
HQ have shared ideas to 
help you take care at 
www.christmasjumperday.
org/schools-pack

Coach Christmas here
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    LET EVERYONE 
KNOW IT’S COMING...
I need you to tell everyone 
Save the Children’s 
Christmas Jumper Day is 
happening on Friday 11 
December. I’ve already 
done loads of the work for 
you – have a look at www.
christmasjumperday.
org/schools-pack for 
posters, quizzes, stuff for 
social media and loads 
more! And if you can’t do 
11 December – that’s 
okay. Just pick a date that 
suits you.
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got this!You’ve 

COACH  CHRISTMAS’S
CHECKLIST:

  Get the date in the school diary
  Give staff a heads-up

  Put posters up all around your school and in reception

  Email parents with the lowdown (let them know you’re keeping it safe – they can get all the tips for taking care at www.christmasjumperday.org/schools-pack)

  Post it on your website and social media pages and tag @savechildrenuk
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CLAIM YOUR 
JUSTGIVING PAGE 
I’ve set up a JustGiving page for you – all you have 
to do is go to claim.savethechildren.
org.uk and make it your own. Enter your 
Christmas Jumper Day reference number and 
verifi cation code from the letter in your pack, 
then set your target (you’re gonna smash it) and 
add some Christmassy pictures. Once that’s done, 
email all the parents your link so they can donate.  

3 RAISE THE MONEY  
Collect £1 from everyone who wears 
a jumper. £1 can help kids have food, 
be healthy and learn things – so this is 
super-important! Make sure you leave 
cash for 72 hours before handling it.
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    EVERYONE WINS
Save the Children is helping kids who don’t have 
enough food and medicine or are having a bad 
time because of the virus. That’s why we need 
to do this! Send them everything you’ve raised by 
15 January. I’ve laid it all out on page 15 to make 
it super easy. And defi nitely look at all the ways 
your money helps awesome kids on page 11.
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    SWEATERS ON 
Three-ish simple words. Put. On. (Silly). 
Jumper. But going to a shop to buy a new 
one costs money and shopping is SOOO 
boring. Good news: you don’t have to. 
Everyone can just grab an old sweater 
and cover it with stickers, tinsel, tin foil or 
whatever sparkly stuff they can fi nd. Or 
hold a jumper-decorating session at school.
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    CRAFTY KIDS
Run a crafting session where everyone in your class 
makes their very own customised jumper! Then take 
pictures of their masterpieces, send them to parents, 
and see if they’ll buy them back for extra donations. 

1

    BAKE SALE 
I’m getting hungry just thinking about this 
fundraising idea! Ask kids and parents to 
get mixing (after they’ve washed their hands 
for 20 seconds obviously!), make some tasty 
cakes, then hold a bake sale at your school. 
Remember to keep it safe and make sure you 
leave cash for 72 hours before handling it.

2

Ph
ot

o:
 A

le
x 

Ba
m

fo
rd

 / 
Sa

ve
 t

he
 C

hi
ld

re
n

Photo: Jam
ie Baker / Save the C

hildren

Christmas Jumper Day is about more 
than just wearing silly sweaters – it’s 
about seeing the world as kids see it 
and making it way better. So try my 
top tactics to make it the best day ever.

5 ways to boost your total

Let’s talk tactics!
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MAKE SALE 
This one’s crafty… get kids 
to make Christmas gifts 
like decorations, cards 
and festive hats, then send 
them to parents and ask 
them to give £1 extra to 
your total.
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    TINSEL THE TEACHER 
My favourite! You will love this. Run a crafting 
session where the kids customise two jumpers 
for the Headteacher. Display them a couple 
of weeks before Christmas Jumper Day 
with collection jars. The one with the most 
donations from parents wins – and the 
Headteacher has to wear it… ALL DAY!
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    STAFFROOM SWEEPSTAKE 
Get all the staff to do the Christmas Jumper Day 
sweepstake and pay £2 to play. More players 
= more money for children. You can fi nd it at 
www.christmasjumperday.org/schools-pack
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Tell the world your school’s taking part by sharing 
a photo of your dream team (remember to leave 
some space, people) and tagging @savechildrenuk 
on social.

For loads more super safe and virtual fundraising 
ideas from me and Save the Children’s partners, go 
to www.christmasjumperday.org/fundraising-pack.
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This Christmas Jumper Day could be the 
biggest. But it has to be the greenest. I’m 
doing my best – sending you less stuff (it’s 
all there for you to download at www.
christmasjumperday.org/schools-
pack) and making sure you can 
recycle as much as possible.

First of all: you don’t have to buy a new 
jumper that you’ll only wear once. All you 
have to do is take a boring old sweater 
and whack on some tinsel, stickers, and 
other decorations to make it sparkle and shine. 
Whatever you come up with, it’s bound to 
be the best. Because it’s no one else’s except 
yours, obviously.
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we can change

the future

Together

This year hasn’t been my favourite 
ever year. But two things have kept 
me cheered up: 

1. Knowing I’ll see my friends in their 
Christmas jumpers 

2. Reading these stories. We’ll be supporting 
amazing kids like them on the big day.
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Jensen and Niamh sound 
like two stars I’d want in my 
Christmas Jumper Day squad. 

“I’d describe them as really boisterous, energetic, 
talkative - really talkative - and just lovely 
children,” says their mum, Charlie.

Before the virus, they were working hard 
at school and doing cool stuff with their 
grandparents. “We normally go on adventures 
and stuff, through the countryside,” says Jensen, 
who’s 7.

But when the virus came, things got hard for the 
family - and not just because Jensen and Niamh 
had to stay away from their friends. “My wages 
have been cut,” says Charlie, who works at a 

nursery. “I think I’m down about £200 a month. 
It has knocked us.”

Save the Children made it a bit easier for the 
family. They helped Charlie get supermarket 
vouchers to keep the kids full, and crafty learning 
packs, so they’d be ready to go back to school. 
“That keeps them entertained cos they really 
like making things,” says Charlie.

And one of Jensen’s favourite things to make 
is stories. Want to hear his newest?: “It was 
about a clown that dropped a cupcake down a 
drainpipe, and then a kangaroo came and stuck 
its nose down it, so it could get the cupcake out.”

With all the money you raise on Christmas 
Jumper Day, Save the Children can help lots of 
children like Jensen and Niamh to make their 
own amazing stories and change the future! 
That’s pretty cool. So get to it, people!

dancing

in the living

room”

“I do my

Niamh, 5, Sheffield
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This year has been a scary time 
for lots of us. But it can be even 
scarier for kids who are stuck 
away from home. Maya is 14, 
and she’s lived half her life in a 
busy camp in another country.   

When the virus came, it was extra hard for kids 
like Maya. “What scares me the most about 
coronavirus is if it hits someone I love,” says 
Maya. “It will spread quickly between people, 
because [the camp] is highly populated and 
[houses] are next to each other.”

That’s why Save the Children’s health team 
is getting the word out about the virus in the 

camp, and superstar Maya has put her hand up 
to help out. “I advise children to take care of 
their hygiene, stay away from crowds, sanitise 
their hands and follow quarantine.”

Save the Children has also been helping her to 
keep learning while she’s at home, so she can 
keep working toward her dream of being a 
doctor. “I keep up with my lessons through TV, 
and I take pictures of my homework and send 
them to my teachers via WhatsApp.” 

Helping kids like Maya to keep learning and 
growing, no matter what, is a big part of what 
Save the Children does. Learning isn’t just great 
for us kids, it means we can make the world 
better for everyone. 

For more stories about amazing kids 
to make people give as much as they 
can go to www.christmasjumperday.
org/how-you-help

Maya,* 14, Syria

optimistic, strong 

and ambitious”

“I am so

* Maya’s name has been changed here to keep her safe
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DO YOU KNOW HOW JUMPERS 

CHANGE LIVES?
Even boring things become 
awesome things at Christmas. 
Like when a smelly old curtain 
turns into the best donkey the 
school has ever seen. 

But the thing is, that magic is there all the 
time! You just gotta look harder, people! 
Simple medicine saves lives; food helps kids 
grow up strong and smart; and books help 
kids see a whole new world. So that £1 might 
look like just £1. But it could warm some 
tummies, save some lives, and change the 
future. That’s big.

Here’s some amazing examples of 
what Save the Children can do:

£60£20 £100 

£6 

£10 

£1

could buy toys 
and books to 

support children 
from struggling 

families in  
the UK

could buy 
a back-to-
school kit 

for a child in 
Indonesia 

could buy a 
first aid kit 
for a health 
worker in 
Somalia

could buy 
a hat and 

blanket to keep 
a new-born 

baby warm in 
Afghanistan

could buy a  
face shield for a 
superhero health 
worker in Yemen

could buy 
antibiotics 
to help five 

children beat 
malnutrition
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“She’s one of the brainiest 
five-year-olds I know”, 
says Lexi-Mae’s mum, 
Georgina. Lockdown has 
been hard for them – but 
Lexi-Mae is her mum’s 
rock. “I think she’s been 
coping more than I have,” 
says Georgina.

Save the Children helped this dream 
team out with food vouchers and 
a learning pack to help Lexi-Mae’s 
big brain keep growing. That’s what 
Christmas Jumper Day is all  
about, people!
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on my team

sheet is...

Lexi-Mae!

The next

name

14



Please don’t send cash in the post – I don’t want 
the money you’ve raised to get lost! Whatever 
you do, put your unique Christmas Jumper Day 
reference number in the envelope so I can tick off 
your name and send you a special thank you. It’s 
on the letter in your pack (starting with CJD20).

GOT QUESTIONS OR NEED 
MORE FREE STUFF?
You might have noticed your fundraising pack 
is a bit smaller this year (to help the planet and 
save some pennies). If you need help or more free 
stuff, call Jumper HQ on 0808 281 1031 or email 
christmasjumper@savethechildren.org.uk

THANK YOU!
The sooner you pay in your money, the sooner it 
can be put to work helping kids! Please pay in by 
15 January.

Save the Children exists to help every child reach 
their full potential. In more than 100 countries 
including the UK, we make sure children stay 
safe, healthy and learning, and change the future 
for good. Discover more about our work at 
www.christmasjumperday.org/how-you-help

PAY VIA JUSTGIVING 
I’ve already set you up a JustGiving page to 
collect and keep track of your school’s donations. 
Claim your page at claim.savethechildren.
org.uk using the reference number and code on 
the letter in this pack. 

As soon as you’ve put all the money on your 
fundraising page (including any offline donations) 
it’ll go straight to Save the Children.

PAY IN ONLINE
Go to www.christmasjumperday.org  
to make a fast, secure payment.

If you’ve collected cash safely, that’s okay 
too. Leave it for 72 hours before handling 
it. Here’s how to make sure it gets to the 
right place (remember: DO NOT send 
cash in the post!):

PAY IN AT THE BANK
Take your money with the giro slip from your 
letter to your personal or work bank or any 
NatWest branch to pay in. Unfortunately these 
slips can’t be paid in at the Post Office.

PAY BY POST
Send your giro slip, with a cheque payable to 
‘Save the Children’, in the envelope provided. 
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GIVE EVERYTHING

YOU’VE GOT!
Once you’ve smashed your target (I know you 
will), send your money to Save the Children 
so they can help kids be… well, whatever they 
want to be. This year it’s safer to send your 
money to them online, which is super easy:
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#ChristmasJumperDay

Share your photos at

Talk to Jumper HQ on 0808 281 1031 or at 
christmasjumper@savethechildren.org.uk
for more tips or even more free stuff. Or go to
www.christmasjumperday.org/schools-pack
for other cool stuff I’ve made.

@savethechildrenuk

@savechildrenuk

@savechildrenuk

GET IN TOUCH

Photo: Alex Bamford / Save the Children 
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