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Basic sweater patterns
Each of the following patterns is written for a specific 
size, and should be used in conjunction with the 
charts on the fold-out sheets opposite. Increases 
and decreases are specified row by row. This is 
because all the shapings are worked a stitch in from 
the edge of the knitting to obtain a straight, even 
line at the edges of the work. This makes it easier 
when making up and gives a very neat finish. This 
is especially evident on the neck shaping and makes 
the stitches for the neckband much easier to pick up. 
This method of shaping is known as fully fashioned 
shaping.

Tension (gauge)
The tension (gauge) used throughout this book is 18 
stitches and 24 rows worked in SS = 10 x 10cm (4 
x 4in) using 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) knitting needles. If 
necessary, change to larger or smaller needles until 
you obtain the correct tension (gauge). 

The sloping stitches you can see on either side of the 
neckline are where the shaping has been worked. 
The stitches at the front of the neck have been 
placed on a stitch holder and then worked.

All the abbreviations used in the patterns are 
provided in the table opposite for easy reference. An 
easy way for making a stitch (M1) is also explained 
here. It is worth using this method as it gives a really 
neat result and is virtually invisible.  

Yarn quantities
The quantities in the table on the top right-hand 
side of this page are for the basic sweaters. The 
yarn requirements for the motifs are provided on 
page 6. Both the metric and imperial quantities have 
been rounded up to ensure you buy enough yarn to 
complete your sweater.

 

Adult
S M L XL

900m 1000m 1100m 1250m

990yds 1100yds 1210yds 1370yds

Child
5–6 7–8 9–10 11–12

420m 500m 600m 700m

460yds 550yds 660yds 770yds

Abbreviations 
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beg beginning

cont continue

rem remaining

rep repeat

dec decrease

inc increase

K knit

P purl

SS stocking stitch

st(s) stitch(es)

K2tog knit two stitches together

P2tog purl two stitches together

K2togtbl knit two stitches together throughthe back  
of the loops

P2togtbl purl two stitches together through the back  
of the loops

sl1 slip one stitch to the right needle

ssK slip two stitches knitwise, one at a time, pass the 
two slipped stitches back to the left needle, knit 
both together through the back of the loops

psso pass slipped stitch over

M1 make a loop on your left-hand needle by 
wrapping the yarn towards you and slipping the 
resulting loop on to the right-hand needle. On 
the following row, knit or purl through the back 
of the stitch

Kfb knit into front and back of the stitch, increasing 
by one stitch

Kfbf knit into the front, back and front of the stitch, 
making two more stitches

RS right side

WS wrong side
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Adult Large Jumper pattern:

Front
Using 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) needles, cast on 108 sts.

Next row: (K2, P2), rep to end of row.

Rep this row a further 11 times.

Working from the Front Chart for your 
chosen motif, cont as follows:

Work in SS for 88 rows or until work measures  
39cm (15¼in).

Cont in SS, working decreases as shown to 
shape armholes:

Row 89: Cast off 5 sts at beg of row 

[103 sts].

Row 90: Cast off 5 sts at beg of row 

[98 sts].

Row 91: Cast off 4 sts at beg of row 

[94 sts].

Row 92: Cast off 4 sts at beg of row 

[90 sts].

Row 93: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [88 sts].

Row 94: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl [86 sts].

Row 95: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [84 sts].

Row 96: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl [82 sts].

Row 97: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [80 sts].

Row 98: Purl.

Row 99: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [78 sts].

Row 100: Purl.

Row 101: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [76 sts].

Row 102: Purl.

Row 103: Knit.

Row 104: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl [74 sts]. 

Row 105: Knit.

Row 106: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl [72 sts].

Cont with no further shaping until row 128 is 
complete.

Shape Front Neck as follows:

Row 129: K30, turn, leaving rem sts on a st holder. 

Cont working over these 30 sts.

Row 130: Cast off 2 sts at beg of row [28 sts].

Row 131: Knit.

Row 132: P1, P2tog, P to end of row [27 sts].

Row 133: K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 

[26 sts].

Row 134: P1, P2tog, P to end of row [25 sts].

Row 135: Knit.

Row 136: P1, P2tog, P to end of row [24 sts].

Row 137: K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 

[23 sts].

Row 138: Purl.

Row 139: K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 

[22 sts].

Row 140: Purl.

Row 141: K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 

[21 sts].

Row 142: Purl.

Row 143: Knit.

Row 144: P1, P2tog, P to end of row [20 sts].

Row 145: Knit.

Row 146: Purl.

Row 147: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row, K to last 3 sts, 
K2tog, K1 [13 sts].

Row 148: Purl.

Row 149: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row [7 sts].

Row 150: Purl.

Row 151: Cast off rem 7 sts.

Place centre 12 sts on a st holder and, with RS facing, 
rejoin yarn to rem 30 sts. K to end of row. 

Work second side as follows:

Row 130: Purl. 

Row 131: Cast off 2 sts at beg of row [28 sts].

Row 132: P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl, P1 [27 sts].

Row 133: K1, ssK, K to end of row 

[26 sts].

Row 134: P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl, P1 

[25 sts].
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Row 135: Knit.

Row 136: P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl, P1 

[24 sts].

Row 137: K1, ssK, K to end of row [23 sts].

Row 138: Purl.

Row 139: K1, ssK, K to end of row [22 sts].

Row 140: Purl.

Row 141: K1, ssK, K to end of row [21 sts].

Row 142: Purl.

Row 143: Knit.

Row 144: P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl, P1 

[20 sts].

Row 145: Knit.

Row 146: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row 

[14 sts].

Row 147: K1, ssK, K to end of row [13 sts].

Row 148: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row 

[7 sts].

Row 149: Knit.

Row 150: Cast off rem 7 sts. 

Back
Using 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) needles, 

cast on 108 sts and work as for Front. 

Use the Back Chart for your chosen 

motif and follow the instructions for the Front 
armhole shaping up to end of row 106 [72 sts]. With 
no further shaping, 

cont in SS until row 139 is complete.

Row 140: P30, cast off 12 sts and P to 

end of row. Cont over rem 30 sts, setting aside the 
first set of 30 sts to be completed later.

Row 141: Knit.

Row 142: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row 

[24 sts].

Row 143: K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 

[23 sts].

Row 144: P1, P2tog, P to end of row 

[22 sts].

Row 145: K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 

[21 sts].

Row 146: P1, P2tog, P to end of row [20 sts].

Row 147: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row [14 sts].

Row 148: P1, P2tog, P to end of row [13 sts].

Row 149: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row [7 sts].

Row 150: Purl.

Row 151: Cast off rem 7 sts. 

With RS facing, rejoin yarn to rem 30 sts  
and cont as follows:

Row 141: Knit.

Row 142: Purl.

Row 143: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row [24 sts]. 

Row 144: P to last 3 sts, P2tog, P1 

[23 sts].

Row 145: K1, ssK, K to end of row 

[22 sts].

Row 146: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row, P to last 3 sts, 
P2tog, P1 [15 sts].

Row 147: K1, ssK, K to end of row 

[14 sts].

Row 148: Cast off 6 sts at beg of row [8 sts]. 

Row 149: K1, ssK, K to end of row 

[7 sts].

Row 150: Cast off rem 7 sts.

Sleeves (make two)
Using 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) needles, cast on 46 sts and 
work 12 rows in (K2, P2) rib, as for Front.

Cont in SS for 86 rows, working from Sleeve 
Chart if appropriate, and shaping as follows:

Inc 1 st at each end of rows 3, 9, 15, 21, 27, 33, 39, 44, 
50, 56, 62, 68, 74, 80 and 86 as follows: K1, M1, K to 
last st, M1, K1.

At the end of row 86 there will be 76 sts on the 
needle.

Cont in SS with no further shaping until row 96 is 
complete or until sleeve measures 41cm (16¼in).

SANTA knitting pattern for adults
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Work sleeve-head shaping as follows:

Row 97: Cast off 4 sts at beg of row [72 sts].

Row 98: Cast off 4 sts at beg of row [68 sts].

Row 99: Cast off 3 sts at beg of row [65 sts].

Row 100: Cast off 3 sts at beg of row [62 sts].

Row 101: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [60 sts].

Row 102: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl,  
P1 [58 sts].

Row 103: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [56 sts].

Row 104: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl,  
P1 [54 sts].

Row 105: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [52 sts].

Row 106: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl,  
P1 [50 sts].

Row 107: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [48 sts].

Row 108: Purl.

Row 109: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [46 sts].

Row 110: Purl.

Row 111: Knit.

Row 112: Purl.

Row 113: Knit.

Row 114: Purl.

Row 115: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [44 sts].

Row 116: Purl.

Row 117: Knit

Row 118: Purl.

Row 119: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [42 sts].

Row 120: Purl.

Row 121: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [40 sts].

Row 122: Purl.

Row 123: Knit.

Row 124: Purl.

Row 125: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [38 sts].

Row 126: Purl.

Row 127: Knit.

Row 128: Purl.

Row 129: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [36 sts].

Row 130: Purl.

Row 131: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [34 sts].

Row 132: Purl.

Row 133: Knit.

Row 134: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl,  
P1 [32 sts].

Row 135: Knit.

Row 136: Purl.

Row 137: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [30 sts].

Row 138: Purl.

Row 139: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [28 sts].

Row 140: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl,  
P1 [26 sts].

Row 141: K1, ssK, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 [24 sts].

Row 142: P1, P2tog, P to last 3 sts, P2togtbl,  
P1 [22 sts].

Row 143: Cast off 2 sts at beg of row [20 sts]. 

Row 144: Cast off 2 sts at beg of row [18 sts].

Row 145: Cast off 2 sts at beg of row [16 sts].

Row 146: Cast off 2 sts at beg of row [14 sts].

Row 147: Cast off rem 14 sts.

Making up
1. Join the right shoulder seam. 

2. With RS facing and using 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) 
needles, pick up and knit 19 sts along left front 
edge of neck shaping, knit across 12 sts on st 
holder and pick up and knit 19 sts along right 
front neck edge. Pick up and knit 21 sts to centre 
of back of neck and a further 21 sts to left back  
shoulder [92 sts]. 

3. Work 10 rows in (K2, P2) rib and cast off loosely 
and evenly in rib.

4. Join the left shoulder seam. 

5. Lightly press or block all pieces of the sweater 
and sew the sleeves into the armholes, easing to 
fit. 

6. Follow the finishing instructions for your chosen 
design, working any embroidery and details. 

7. Sew the side seams and underarm seams, being 
careful to match any pattern. 
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8. Sew in all loose ends of yarn.

 

Adult santa motif 
The jolly Santa Claus is an iconic Christmas jumper 
motif. With no extra patterning on the back or 
the sleeves, this is a good design to knit if you are 
a relative beginner. Add real buttons and create 
knitted bobbles for Santa’s nose and the pompom 
on the top of his hat. The sparkly white yarn used 
for the trim on his coat and hat add a touch of 
Christmas magic! 

Materials for motif
80m (90yds) of 10-ply (Aran) yarn in each of the 
following colours: cream, red, mid-brown, dark 
brown, black and pale pink

180m (200yds) of 4-ply (fingering) yarn 

in sparkly white (use this yarn double 

when knitting)

Small amount of toy filling

Two 16mm (5⁄8in) black buttons

Finishing instructions
Nose

Using pale pink yarn and 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) 
needles, cast on 3 sts and purl 1 row.

Next row: (K1, M1) twice, K1 [5 sts].

Starting with a purl row, work 5 rows in SS.

Next row: K1, sl1, K2tog, psso, K1 [3 sts].

Purl 1 row.

Cast off, leaving a long yarn end for finishing.

Bobble for Santa’s hat

Using a double strand of sparkly white yarn, cast on 
3 sts and purl 1 row.

Next row: (K1, M1) twice, K1 [5 sts].

Next row: P1, M1, P3, M1, P1 [7 sts].

Work 4 rows in SS.

Next row: K1, ssK, K1, K2tog, K1 [5 sts].

Next row: P2tog, P1, P2togtbl [3 sts].

Cast off, leaving a long yarn end for finishing.

Front finishing
1. Run a length of yarn around the edge sts of the 

nose and gather slightly. Place a little toy filling 
inside. Sew to Santa’s face using the picture, 
below, as a guide. 

2. Using the black yarn, work a French knot for 
each eye and a curved line of stem stitch for the 
mouth.

3. Place the two black buttons on the sparkly white 
strip on the front of the body and sew them in 
place.

4. Run a length of yarn around the edge sts of the 
white bobble and gather it slightly, as you did for 
the nose. Place some toy filling inside. Position 
the bobble on Santa’s hat using the photograph 
opposite as guidance and sew it into place.

5. Using dark brown yarn, embroider the vertical 
brick lines using chain stitch. Mark equal 
distances between the vertical brick lines using 
pins before sewing.
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Front adult santa motif

KEY
SIZE 1: Small
SIZE 2: Medium
SIZE 3: Large
SIZE 4: Extra large

We hope you enjoy knitting this woolly wonder.  
Once you’ve finished, share your selfies with us  
on social media using #christmasjumperday


