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How to hold an auction
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Step 1
Work out what you’re going to sell.Try asking for donations from local

shops and businesses; they are often more willing to help if you offer to

advertise them at the event (this can be as simple as putting up a poster).

It doesn’t have to be a physical item – see if they can donate a haircut,
carwash, or tickets to the cinema. Or look at what you,

your friends, and your family can do.You could offer to make a cake once 

a week for a month, for the highest bidder, or knit a scarf to order.

Step 2
Decide where and when you’re going to hold the auction to

suit your audience. If you know there are going to be families 

attending, hold it early on a weekday evening. If you’re aiming 

for a party atmosphere, go for a Friday or Saturday night.

Step 3
People attending the auction will want to know what they can bid for, so

make sure you produce a detailed catalogue with information 

on all the lots. Don’t forget to include a guide price. Contact your 

community fundraising team to receive help in producing them.

Step 4
Now you need to let people know about the event. Create posters
and place them on noticeboards in church halls, community centres, gyms

and schools. Send some information to the local press and see if they can

write a feature for you – it saves paying for an advert.You might like to

sell tickets or catalogues in advance to make a little extra money.

People are more likely to come if they’ve already paid.You don’t have to

sell all the tickets yourself. If you have a donation from a local business,

see if they can sell tickets for you at the shop.

everyone welcome

Mohamed Hamza, an artist who helped set up the project, in his
studio, with one of his paintings (above left).

On 14 December 
a partnership between
Sudanese and Welsh
artists called the  
Arts Call for Darfur
was launched.This
exciting project has 
produced some fantastic
artwork, which is 
being exhibited at the
Butetown History and
Arts Centre in Cardiff
Bay until 20 January 

before being toured
around Wales.

The project will 
culminate in an auction
on 16 October 2008.
It is hoped that the
partnership will raise
£25,000 in its first 
year to support the
Sudanese artists and
work in Darfur.

You can support the
partnership by buying
prints of the work for
around £10, or by 
bidding in the auction 
in October. For more
information on 
ordering prints, the
exhibition, or the 
auction, please contact
Anthony Hopkins on
029 2034 5224.

Inspiring 
auctions 
Penkridge Branch in
Staffordshire holds 
successful auctions
every two years.They
open the bar for drinks
and provide some 
nibbles to make the
event fun.To boost 

income, they produce 
a detailed catalogue of 
all the lots on offer.
The catalogue is 
compulsory and, at
£2.50, doubles as an
entry fee. Each auction
raises a fantastic £3,000.

Branches across 
the Midlands joined 
together last year to
hold an auction of gifts 

and promises.They 
stocked their auction
with unusual lots,
ranging from a dinner
party in your own 
home to a seat at a 
vintage car rally.The
entry fee was £7.50,
including a catalogue 
and finger buffet.
Altogether they raised
an amazing £4,500.

An auction is a fun, inexpensive way of raising funds for Save the
Children. It does take a lot of planning though, so it’s best if you divide
up the tasks between a few people so you can help each other. É 
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We’re the world’s independent children’s charity. We’re
outraged that millions of children are still denied proper
healthcare, food, education and protection.We’re working
flat out to get every child their rights and we’re determined
to make further, faster changes. How many? How fast?
It’s up to you.

Get in touch! Looking for other inspiring
fundraising ideas? Request one of our new fundraising
packs from our customer services team.

If someone expected a copy of givetime and didn’t
receive one, let the team know as well, so that we can
update our records.

Call: 0845 606 4027 
Email: supporter.care@savethechildren.org.uk

Or write to
1 St John’s Lane,
London
EC1M 4ARStep 6

Have fun! Now that you’ve done all the planning – enjoy your event.

For help in planning your auction, contact your Community Fundraising team.

If you’re not sure who this is, call us on 0845 606 4027, and we will be able 

to tell you.

Step 5
Make sure your auction’s profitable by adding on some fundraising extras.

Can you sell refreshments at your venue? Drinks, cakes, and biscuits

are all popular.Will you accept closed bids? This is a good way of 

getting bids from people who can’t attend. Can you combine the auction with

a performance from a singer, group, or choir? People will pay more to attend

an event that has entertainment as well as the auction.You might

want to add a raffle or tombola if you’ve had some smaller, fun donations.

Don’t forget to put out collection tins! People might choose not to donate,

but if the tins aren’t there, they don’t have the choice.

Front cover photo:Tuegla Ridley/Save the Children
Frances, a volunteer from Preston, with one-year-old Mbara and Hadiza,
his mother. Hadiza walked two hours to reach Bande feeding centre in
southern Niger, so that her son could be treated for malnutrition.
Read Frances’ story in World’s Children.

                 




