BBC World Today interview with Corinna Csaky, Child protection advisor, Save the Children

Save the Children: Save the Children is always concerned that children living in situations such as Chad such as Liberia, situations of extreme conflict are vulnerable to being trafficked.

We're particularly concerned by what Zoë’s Ark have done because we think its wrong for three reasons. Firstly it’s against the law and it’s against all due process. Secondly, it doesn't provide the support that these children need, which is to be cared for in their families in their own communities. And thirdly, it sends entirely the wrong message to you, to me, to people in the west and worldwide, that extracting children from poor countries is the right way of helping them.
BBC World Today: You mention the word “traffic”. Does this look like people trafficking, children trafficking to you?

Save the Children: Under the Palermo Protocol, what Zoë’s Ark has done, to remove children across borders by means of abduction, is trafficking. There is a dearth of information about what has taken place in Chad, but what is clear is that due process wasn’t followed.  We don’t see consent forms. A lot of the children are very, very confused. They’re very traumatised. And lot of them have parents, so it definitely seems to be within the realms of what is known as trafficking whether the intentions were good or not.
BBC World Today: How common is kind of thing then?

Save the Children: One of the biggest problems about trafficking is that it is illicit and therefore there isn’t a lot of open data about it. But Save the Children is very worried that it is an increasing tragedy. At the moment we have recorded 1.2 billion children a year [being trafficked] and it’s getting worse.  We know this is linked with the widespread use of the Internet for international adoption, globalisation linked with a demand for cheap labour and improved transport infrastructure making it easier to transport children across borders.

BBC World Today: Yes, apparently, there are dozens of websites offering children for adoption. A colleague here at the World Today said it was like going shopping for an African child.

Save the Children: Save the Children is deeply concerned by just how easy it is to use one of these websites and to adopt a child internationally. We’re concerned for the welfare of the children adopted and we’re also concerned by the millions of children international adoption leaves behind. We have a growing body of evidence to show that if you adopt a child from another country you’re not only increasing the number of children in institutions in your own country by not adopting locally, but you’re also sending a message out to families in poor countries to abandon their children as a desperate means of giving them a better life in the hope that they might be adopted internationally. So it’s causing a cycle of problems for some of the world’s most vulnerable children.
BBC World Today:  But surely there must be safeguards? Perhaps it’s easy to extract children from a poor or a war-torn country, but when they’re brought back to a country like France or Britain, surely the authorities are going to be asking questions and asking for documentation?
Save the Children: Well you’re absolutely right: there are safeguards to protect children who have been internationally adopted but the problem we’re finding is that not enough countries are signing up to international conventions [and] international law and implementing them to the fullest extent. The Hague Convention, which is designed especially to protect children in international adoptions, has not been signed up to by a lot of countries - including Guatemala, which is where the most internationally adopted children come from. 
BBC World Today:  What about France?

Save the Children: Frances have signed up to it. The US have signed up to it but not ratified it yet so there’s a lot more that needs to be done.  We commend the French government for speaking out about the Zoë’s Ark case, but there’s a lot more that every country can do to invest in protecting children who have been trafficked [and] who have been internationally adopted.
