Merry Christmas. ..

We’re delighted to be able to send you a
newsletter at last — it comes with our
thanks for all you have done this year and
our best wishes for Christmas and 201 1.

So why the delay? As you probably know
Community Giving has been undergoing a
reorganisation with several staff changes
that impact on Speaking Out. So it’s
farewell to Laura White who has moved
to the events team and Helen Johnson
who is the new Regional Community
Fundraiser for Shrops, Herefordshire,
Worcs, Gloucs & Bristol. Our thanks to
both of them for all the support they have
given Speaking Out and we wish them well
in their new posts.

Speaking Out will now be supported by the
new Communications team headed by
Catherine Organ. Her team of advisors
will be providing support via the volunteer
helpline on 0207 012 6997 or via e mail
volunteersupport@savethechildren.org.uk
Initially Christine Richardson and Jo
Abbott will be the key link staff but any of
the advisors will be able to help you with
questions or advise you on whom to
contact for help.

Jenny Webb the new Opportunities
Development Manager will also have a role
in promoting Speaking Out.

The Speaking Out e mail will continue
to be operated so report forms and any
questions on Speaking Out can still be sent
to speakingout(@savethechildren.org.uk

With best wishes for

a Happy New Year...
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Hello from Catherine

| have recently joined the Community
Giving Team as the Communications
Manager. Whilst | am new to the
department | have worked at Save the
Children for over 4 years so already know
what a vital role Speaking Out plays in
increasing awareness and the profile of
Save the Children locally. The Community
Support Team and | are really excited to
be supporting Speaking Out and are
looking forward to getting to know all of
you over the coming months.

Farewell from Laura

As you all know Community Giving has
undergone some big changes this last year
so it's with a heavy heart that | will no
longer be part of Speaking Out. | have
loved working with you and meeting you
and | will watch from the wings from my
new role in events with excitement as you
all continue to speak out for Save the
Children. Thank you to all of you who have
made Speaking Out such a fantastic
initiative for me to be a part of, and | look
forward to watching how it all develops in
the future. Hope you all have a great
festive holiday!




Exciting new partnership
with the Scouts

Save the Children has just launched an
exciting new partnership with The Scout
Association. Based on Friendship Funday
the resources use a Friendship Passport
to discover what Save the Children does in
India and learn about Scouting there too.
Introducing the partnership International
Commissioner at The Scout Association, Nigel
Hailey said:

"The Friendship Passport is a fun and
imaginative way to deliver the global zone in
the programme. We talk about being part of
Global Movement — this will really help us to
understand another country and also give a
real practical meaning to 'helping other people'
in our Promise

The Friendship Passport for 2010/201 | wili
give each Scout section (Beavers, Cubs or
Scouts aged 6-14) a unique opportunity to
explore India. Using a flexible programme
of fun, creative and educational activities,
each section will be able to investigate
India’s geography, culture, games and
traditions, explore the issues facing
children, and discover more about Save the
Children’s work. They’ll collect stickers as
they go and can get their passport
‘stamped’ by taking action as active global
citizens on the issues they’ve explored.
Groups will hold a final Friendship Funday
to celebrate all they have learned and can if
they wish choose to do some fundraising.

The partnership has already been launched
in the winter editions of the national
Scouting magazine supplements for leaders.
Sign ups are coming in fast — 150 in the
first two weeks.

To find out all about the partnership and
for all the downloadable resources see
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/scouts
You do not have to register to download
any of the resources.

How speakers can be
involved

Leaders signing up to take part in the
Friendship Passport initiative are encouraged
to request a speaker. Details of signed up
groups will also be sent to Regional
Community Fundraisers so they can alert
local speakers and supporter groups. Do
please make contact with the registered
groups and offer them talks.

This is a wonderful opportunity for speakers
to make new local community contacts. For
new speakers in particular this is a chance to
do a simple “props box” talk to introduce
Save the Children in a fun, interactive way
and as groups meet in the late afternoon or
evenings should create opportunities for
those of you who work. If you want to offer
additional talks or help with the different
themes or do a final thank you talk at the
Friendship Funday you can of course.

The resources have been developed in
response to requests from Scout leaders for
help in delivering the Global Challenge
element of their activities at all the age levels

Friendship Passport
downloadable resources

All the resources and the passport are
downloadable from the website. There are
eight separate sections and each has an
information/ideas page and leaders notes.
Extra templates for activities, games etc are
also provided. The eight sections are:

Namaste!

Welcome to India
Health

Scouting in India
Emergencies
Education

Rights and protection
Friendship Funday




What'’s in the resources?

The resources are chock a block full of
information and ideas and it’s well worth
you looking at them. Lots of useful
information for talks and “workshop” type
activities that would be usable with other
children as well as Scouts.

Health covers nutrition and water too.
Our favorite visual aid Plump nut is
featured — did you know that
Arachibutyrophobia is defined as the
fear of peanut butter sticking to the roof of
your mouth! Yes we didn’t believe it either
but Google it for yourself and see.

Oral rehydration salts also get a
mention with instructions for making the
solution and a simple water filter too.
Children here may find it hard to
understand that diarrhoea is a killer and
that something as simple as ORS can be a
lifesaver. Savita from

Rajasthan, India died from diarrhoea aged
just 2. Her mother Mera (below) explains:

“It was diarrhoea that killed her. There are
no doctors here. We didn't go to the
hospital because it was too far and we
didn’t have the money. She liked to play
with her siblings and she had started
talking.

“She was sick for about three days. We
didn't take it seriously, only on the third day
did we think of going to the hospital — but
we couldn’t because of the cost of
transport. It costs so much money. It would
have cost us 600 rupees [about £7.80] and
the hospital fees another 200 [£2.60]. So
she died.

The section on Emergencies covers our
generic emergency response and family
tracing. Education talks about education
as an “enabling right” while Rights and
Protection focuses on child rights and
looks at the issue of child labour.

Speaking Out resources

The introductory props box talk — the Red
box as it used to be known — makes a good
basis for introducing Save the Children. If
you’re not sufficiently familiar with it check
in the Guide for Volunteer speakers - blue
A4 booklet or downloadable from
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/S
tCSpeakingOut.pdf

The Friendship Funday 2010 Props box talk
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/F
riendship_Funday Props_Box_Talk Outline
_Final.doc is based around the items
featured on the fundraising ladder (this also
appears in the Scouts resources) It could be
used to support the themes or do a final
thank you talk.

Other speaker resources are shown where
appropriate. The Save the Children
Emergencies poster is also useful — Leaders
will have had this with the registration pack.

Further information

For more information on Save the
Children’s work in India please look at the
country page on our website




http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/india.
htm you can also follow the link to a
downloadable overview country report

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/
India_ CB_2008.pdf

Save the Children India also has its own
website http://www.savethechildren.in/
For more information about the Scout
Association see http://scouts.org.uk/ and
for Scouting in India
http://www.bsgindia.org/

A group including Helen Johnson and
Marilyn Payne and Anne Strang, two of our
speakers, are just back from a trip to India.
Below is an extract from Marilyn’s blog:

We travelled to Ajmer, a rural village, to see
an Angarwadi, which is almost a community
centre. We were given a wonderful welcome
from the villagers who gave us garlands and
the red dots (bindis) on our foreheads. They
took us into the centre to the sound of a
drummer.

These Anganwadis are run by the community,
with the help of local agencies and government
departments. Save the Children helps to
monitor and fund them. It had been closed for
a year but with the help of Save the Children
and these other partners it opened a week
ago.

The community did all the work and decorated
it. They were very proud of it. It holds classes
for children up to the age of 3-6 years and
monitors and counsels pregnant women and
lactating mothers. Babies and young children
also come and are monitored.

The children sang songs and then we were
shown the examination room. The children
receive 2 meals a day there and any
malnourished child is given supplementary
feeding. There is no running water in the
village and no toilet, as the only one they had
is broken. That is on their wish list.

We walked through the village like the Pied
Piper to visit a mother in her home with an

eleven day old baby, surrounded by her family
and friends. The children waved for as long as
they could when we left.

We met another mother with a malnourished
3 year old child. She explained what had
happened - sickness and diarrhoea and chest
infection — and how she had had to buy the
medicines and vitamins herself. She will now
be able to go the Anganwadi to get her child
weighed, monitored and examined once a
month when the doctor visits.

Stop press!

Look out for our major new campaign
“Born to “being launched on January 24",
There will be more information on that in
the next Newsletter.
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speakingout(@savethechildren.org.uk
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s.jagelman(@savethechildren.org.uk
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Catherine Organ
c.organ@savethechildren.org.uk

Volunteer support
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