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What has happened in Pakistan to cause this flooding?

Extremely heavy monsoon rains over the past week have caused the worst flooding in Pakistan since 1929.  
According to the UN, more than 1,600 people have died and more than 20 million people have been affected – 40% (8 million) of whom are estimated to be children. Entire villages have been destroyed making thousands of people homeless.  
The worst affected areas are the Kyhber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh Provinces. Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and areas of Balochistan have also been severely affected.
Continued rain in the past week has caused flooding to spread further south and hamper the ability of responders to get aid to isolated communities in the north west of the country. 

How are children and their families affected?

Priorities at the moment for children and their families are food, clean drinking water and healthcare. We know that food supplies for the most isolated communities are running low and prices are rising. 
Lack of clean water is a major issue with normal water sources such as rivers and wells have been polluted with sewerage and run-off debris, raising serious concerns about the spread of disease. 
Our teams are already reporting increased rates of diarrhoea, fever and skin infections – treating people quickly and effectively, and especially young children, is absolutely crucial to saving lives.
We also know that beyond the immediate basic needs: families have lost their homes, possessions and urgently require shelter; their crops have been destroyed and their animals have died so they’ll need help regaining their livelihoods; and schools have been destroyed so children’s education will be interrupted.
How are Save the Children staff affected?

All staff in Pakistan are safe. Several Save the Children staff were stranded by the floods in Swat but now most have been evacuated by helicopter.

How is Save the Children responding?

Save the Children has worked in Pakistan for more than 30 years and has a lot of experience assisting children and families following emergencies in Pakistan, including the conflict that forced more than 2 million people from their homes in the northwest in 2009 and the earthquake in 2005. 
We have a significant ongoing development programs, with lots of experienced staff in-country.

We’ve already begun treating people who are sick or injured with emergency care through permanent health clinics that we support as well as through our mobile health teams. 
We’re distributing household essential items such as plastic sheeting and rope that families can use for makeshift shelter as well as cooking pots, blankets and soap. 

We’re starting to distribute food on 4 August to families who have no access to food stocks. We’re also assessing threats to children’s safety and well-being. 
In 15 days, Save the Children has reached over 40,200 people through emergency medical care and distribution of tents, shelter kits, hygiene kits, food and supplies.
Beyond relief we’ll be helping families regain their means of earning a living, rehabilitating health centres and working to get children back to school.

How many people are you reaching?

Save the Children has already reached 40,000 people with basic aid.  But we’re raising money, buying supplies and recruiting more staff so we can urgently do more.  We aim to reach 2 million people within the next six months.  
We already have more than 700 staff working on our response in Pakistan. We’re the largest responding agency on the ground in Pakistan.

Are you able to get relief to the people who are stranded?

Vast areas of northwest Pakistan have become cut off as roads and bridges have been destroyed by flooding – in Swat Valley around 90% of bridges have been destroyed. Thousands  remain cut off and cannot leave their homes. 
Save the Children is one of the only aid agencies able to reach some of the remote northernmost parts of the Swat Valley – by using helicopters, donkeys and boats to deliver doctors and medical supplies to families cut off by water. 
Access to clean water appears to be a big issue.  How are you helping?

Access to clean water is a significant issue as rivers and wells are polluted with sewerage and debris as a result of the flooding. We’ll shortly be distributing water purification tablets, which families can use to purify drinking water.  
We’ll also be making sure that families are given clear instruction as to how to treat water to make it safe.

Does insecurity in Pakistan hamper your ability to deliver aid?

Save the Children has strict security protocols that help keep our staff safe and enable us to continue reaching people with vital relief. 
Save the Children has lots of experience working in insecure environments such as Afghanistan, Somalia, and DR Congo. 
We will continue to monitor the security situation closely and ensure we can do all we can to meet people’s humanitarian needs.

Is the security situation deteriorating as a result of the floods?

There is no indication at present that the security situation is deteriorating as a result of the flooding emergency. 

How does Save the Children prevent funds being used by terrorists?

Save the Children is an independent humanitarian aid organisation and is not aligned with any political parties. Our aim is to get lifesaving aid to children and their families affected by the floods. 
Our work to assist children and families in Pakistan in no way means we support terrorism. Since we were founded nearly 90 years ago, we have assisted millions of children in great need in more than 120 countries worldwide. 
We are currently working in some of the world’s most challenging environments including Somalia, Afghanistan, Zimbabwe, DR Congo and Gaza. 
Save the Children delivers humanitarian relief to all communities on the basis of need – our neutrality is a crucial principle in order to meet children’s needs in insecure environments such as Pakistan.
We have strict process for selecting local partners to ensure that they’re not aligned with groups associated with violence or terrorism.  
We also have strict internal controls on how our money is managed in-country – to ensure we can be completely accountable to our donors. 
Besides our own strict controls, our finances are subject to external audits annually.
What are main health risks caused by the flooding?

There is increased risk for communicable diseases including diarrhea, malaria, pneumonia, skin infections due to lack of access to clean water, sanitation facilities, and access to health care services. 
Limited access to health services for pregnant women, newborn and lactating mothers is also of grave concern as pregnancy and childbirth are critical periods for the survival of women and babies.
Access to referral hospitals for critical cases has been challenging due to damage to roads/bridges and health facilities. 
Several primary health facilities have been damaged and aren’t currently providing basic health services and preventive interventions like immunization that are crucial for the well-being of children.
What can we do to prevent disease outbreaks and decrease risk of rise in communicable diseases?

Save the Children is currently distributing hygiene kits, and conducting hygiene promotion to prevent rise in water-borne diseases like acute watery diarrhoea.
We also are monitoring disease pattern in collaboration with the health cluster disease surveillance system to be able to respond to any disease outbreak.

Save the Children plans to distribute insecticide-treated mosquito nets to prevent vector borne diseases like malaria.

The main disease conditions that our medics are seeing at the moment are pneumonia, diarrhoea, and malaria – all major killers of young children.
