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A Fresh Start for Save 
the Children  
Last year we celebrated our 90th Birthday with 
spectacular events and much nostalgia.  It was 
marvellous to celebrate all that we have 
achieved together. It was also a time to take 
stock and look forward to 100 years and 
beyond. 
A group of volunteers and staff has been 
working together to outline a new vision for 
volunteering at Save the Children. Their aim is 
to radically change the way that volunteers and 
staff work together in order to reverse the 
downward trends in volunteer numbers and 
income from the community.  
Our volunteer vision is that in 2013 we can 
say… 
Save the Children is one team, passionately seeking 
dramatic Change for Children.  Volunteers are at 
the heart of achieving this change, supported by 
staff who are skilled relationship builders, oozing 
enthusiasm and commitment.  The relationship 
between staff and volunteers is built on trust, 
honesty and transparency.  The edges between a 
staff activity and a volunteer activity are indistinct; 
everything that can be is volunteer-led.  By working 
as one team, combining skills and experience, staff 
and volunteers are generating millions more in 
income and growing rapidly to reach all 
communities across Britain. 
 
Nigel Briggs, the newly appointed Project 
Director for Volunteer Vision, has written to 
all volunteers outlining the changes in more 
detail. His letter is attached and he would be 
glad to hear your views and ideas to help turn 
the rhetoric of the ‘Volunteer Vision’ into a 
reality. 
  
n.briggs@savethechildren.org.uk  
 
 

 

Region Update   
Save the Children’s London and South 
East Region - Kent, Sussex, Surrey and London 
- raised a magnificent £400,724 in 2008/9. This 
figure includes funds raised not only from 
branches and supporter groups but also 
churches, faith groups and corporate 
organisations. This is enough to charter four 
DC-8 aircraft with 180 tonnes of relief supplies 
from the UK for an emergency, with money 
left over. Every penny you raise makes a real 
difference to the lives of some of the most 
deprived children on the Planet. Thank you and 
congratulations on such a fantastic achievement 
in a very difficult economic climate. Our target 
for the region 2010 is £420,264 - even in these 
challenging times I know that we can achieve 
this! As you are aware we lost some branches 
through the year but have had real success in 
increasing support from students, youth 
groups and faith groups.  On a national scale, 
our Community Fundraising and Philanthropies 
Departments raised an incredible £76 million, 
£9 million above target. 2010 will be a 
challenging year across the charity sector but I 
am confident that the south east region and 
Save the Children will continue to deliver for 
deprived children everywhere. 
Lynn Whittaker, Regional Fundraising 
Executive  
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New CEO  

 
Justin Forsyth is the new Chief Executive of 
Save the Children UK. Justin comes with a 
strong track record of securing change at the 
highest levels. He has spent his whole career 
working to overcome poverty, injustice and 
suffering and combines total commitment to 
our cause, with a robust record of delivery. His 
combination of experiences - from his days 
fighting apartheid, to building Oxfam as a global 
force for change, to helping establish Make 
Poverty History and more recently working in 
No 10 for two Prime Ministers - will enable us 
to change even more children’s lives in the 
years to come. 
  

Cricket  
Following on from the hugely successful Save 
the Children Tennis, one of our London and 
South East Volunteers (Hamsa) has been very 
successfully managing our Save the Children 
cricket initiative.  I am delighted to say that we 
have secured 24 teams to play in our Save the 
Children Corporate Cricket Event in 
partnership with the English Cricket Board and 
Last Man Stands. The Tournament started on 
the 29th June in Regents Park and the lucky 
winners will get the chance to play at Lords 
Nursery Ground on Friday 10th September.  
We also have a Mens League running and have 
64 teams participating this year! 
If you are interested in joining a volunteer 
group specialising on community cricket we 
would love to hear from you.  Also we are 
looking for volunteers to assist us at the Lords 
Final Day on Friday 10th September between 
10.00am-7.00pm. If you are interested or know 
anyone who would like to take part at this 
exciting event please contact:  
l.whittaker@savethechildren.org.uk. 
You will find more information on the 
www.savethechildren website, in the events 
section under adrenalin sports. 

Emergencies Update  
In the last 12 months, we’ve responded to 
thirty different emergencies across the world. 
Here’s the latest on our recent responses. 
Haiti: Rebuilding after the earthquake  
Almost six months on from Haiti’s devastating 
earthquake, we’ve reached 682,000 children 
and their family members with food, shelter 
and supplies. The magnitude of the earthquake 
that hit on 12 January 2010 and the destruction 
caused was catastrophic. Houses were levelled 
and the country’s infrastructure was widely 
destroyed. Save the Children had to respond 
to the most challenging and complex 
emergency effort that we had ever undertaken. 
With a 30-year history in Haiti, we were on 
the ground when the earthquake hit and 
responded immediately with emergency aid. 
But the country faces a long-term process of 
intense reconstruction, rehabilitation and 
investment. We will be there for the long-
term, helping people rebuild their lives.  
Niger crisis  
Almost 400,000 children in the West African 
country of Niger are at risk of dying of 
starvation over the summer. Save the Children 
is calling for urgent donations to its £7million 
emergency fundraising appeal for the country. 
For more details, log on to 
www.savethechildren.org.uk/food-crisis-
deepens-in-niger.htm 
 

 
 
Volunteer Open Day 
On Friday, October 29th there will be an open 
day for all volunteers and supporters at Save 
the Children’s offices in London. 
�x Hear about Save the Children’s 

programme work 
�x Get involved in a variety of ideas 

generation and information gathering 
sessions 

�x Network and see the office in action. 
 
Be informed, involved, inspired.  
Invitations will be sent out soon. There are 
only 150 places  so please do reply promptly. 
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Total for Rwanda 
project tops £5000   
Pupils from Christ’s Hospital and Tanbridge 
House School, supported by the Horsham 
branch, have together raised over £5,200 to 
help fund Save the Children and UNICEF 
projects in Rwanda for the young victims of 
genocide.   
Fund raising events over the last two terms 
have included a collaborative Theatre Evening 
and Fashion Show by the two schools at 
Christ’s Hospital, as well as separate events 
such as the sponsored “Running for Rwanda” 
in which over 100 Christ’s Hospital pupils took 
part to raise £3,100.  
  

Ha
nding over the cheque for the Rwanda Project 
to Lynn Whittaker; organiser and Modern 
Languages teacher at Christ’s Hospital Mr 
Andrew Phillips, Grace Nicolle (14) and 
Georgina Davis (14) representing the team of 
runners; Charlie Thomson (16), runner and 
Fashion Show organiser and Luke Thomson 
(17) who took the lead role in the play ‘A Patch 
of Earth’.   For this performance – a UK first – 
playwright Kitty Felde flew in from Washington 
and lectured at both schools on issues related 
to journalism and human rights. 
 

 
 

Welcome Back Spencer  
On November 1st, 2009 Spencer Conway set 
out on a solo circumnavigation of Africa on a 
motorbike, hoping to raise £28,000 for Save 
the Children. He is due back in Biddenden in 
Kent on August 15th.  Read about his amazing 
journey http://www.delipps.com/abadata/  and 
sponsor him 
http://original.justgiving.com/spencerconway to 
nudge his total up to the £28,000 mark which 
would make his homecoming even greater!  

Friendship Funday off to 
a FUNtastic start!  
In May, thousands of children took part in 
Friendship Funday - our annual 
fundraising event for primary-aged children. 
We're hoping to raise at least £50,000 this 
year and early signs are positive, with generous 
donations already coming in and the Schools 
Team receiving fantastic feedback from 
children and adults alike. 
The event has been a particular success across 
the region, with over 60 schools and youth 
groups taking part. A massive thanks to 
everyone who has encouraged groups to 
register, or have supported groups in their 
fundraising. Speakers have been incredibly 
proactive in offering talks, and branches in 
offering fundraising and PR advice.  
A fantastic example (among many) of the 
impact of this local support is Cassandra Hissey 
from Tunbridge Wells branch, who offered to 
do a small talk at the start of Sherwood 
Primary School's Funday. Not only has 
Cassandra been invited back to collect a 
cheque, but has also successfully recruited a 
new speaker from the teaching staff and has 
been invited to have a Save the Children stall at 
their summer fete! 
This is just the start of a busy year for 
Friendship Funday, however, as groups can 
take part on any date that suits them. To get 
involved or to request a list of groups in your 
area, please contact Helen Johnson in the 
Schools & Youth Team. She'd love to hear 
from you as now is the perfect time to reach 
teachers who are planning for the new school 
year.  
Tel. 020 7012 6943. 
h.johnson@savethechildren.org.uk  

 
 

Branch News  
Sutton Branch  
 In concert with HO's Schools Dept, Sutton 
Branch supported a five month initiative by 
Sutton High School for Girls to raise funds to 
augment fresh water facilities for schools in 
South Sudan. In March a cheque for £2800 was 
duly received.  
 In February, over 150 'Quizers' attended a 
Fish and Chip Quiz organised by Sutton 
Branch, complete with a brilliant raffle, £2,152 
was raised. 
 
 



 

 Huge Success for Haiti  
Cranbrook Branch raised a staggering £13,000 
in one afternoon at their local Art Auction.  BIG 
thank you to both Lindi and Ruth who were the 
driving force in this great event. 
   
Sutton has a celebrity! - Ray Kasey MBE  
Congratulations to Ray Kasey from Sutton & 
District Branch on being awarded an MBE this 
year.  For those of you who know Ray, it goes 
without saying, that he couldn't have done it 
without the support of his lovely wife, Mary.   
 
World Record attempt in our  Bexhill 
Shop 
 

 
 
On August 28th, Gary Haynes, whose wife 
Jackie works in the Save the Children shop in 
Bexhill, will be raising money by attempting to 
break the world record for the number of hits 
on a punch bag in 12 hours.  
 
Esher branch  
£2345.62 collected in just 2 hours at the 
Sandown Gold Cup! Congratulations to Martha 
and all who supported on the day. 
 
Oxted branch  
In their best ever collection during Save the 
Children week, the branch collected £2995.67, 
an 18% increase over last year 
 

Canterbury Branch   
 

Members of the committee with the opera 
singers, Franz & Jack, in the rain in the 
Longmarket, Canterbury on the Saturday of 
Save the Children Week.  They sang their 
hearts out and helped raise our total for the 
week to around £1,900.  

 
 

 
 
Your Contacts  
Lynn Whittaker,  
Fundraising Executive 
Tel. 07768 493 179 
Email 
l.whittaker@savethechildren.org.uk 
 
Silke Friesendorf,  
Fundraising Assistant 
Tel. 0207 012 6699 
Email 
s.friesendorf@savethechildren. 
org.uk 
 
Stefanie Rees,  
Fundraising Advisor 
Tel. 020 7012 6948 
Email 
s.rees@savethechildren.org.uk 

 
Save the Children UK  

1 St John’s Lane,  
London, 

EC1M 4AR  

Tel: 020 7012 6400 


