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A Fresh Start for Save 
the Children            
Last year we celebrated our 90th Birthday with 
spectacular events and much nostalgia.  It was 
marvellous to celebrate all that we have 
achieved together. It was also a time to take 
stock and look forward to 100 years and 
beyond. 
A group of volunteers and staff has been 
working together to outline a new vision for 
volunteering at Save the Children. Their aim is 
to radically change the way that volunteers and 
staff work together in order to reverse the 
downward trends in volunteer numbers and 
income from the community.  
Our volunteer vision is that in 2013 we can 
say… 
Save the Children is one team, passionately seeking 
dramatic Change for Children.  Volunteers are at 
the heart of achieving this change, supported by 
staff who are skilled relationship builders, oozing 
enthusiasm and commitment.  The relationship 
between staff and volunteers is built on trust, 
honesty and transparency.  The edges between a 
staff activity and a volunteer activity are indistinct; 
everything that can be is volunteer-led.  By working 
as one team, combining skills and experience, staff 
and volunteers are generating millions more in 
income and growing rapidly to reach all 
communities across Britain. 
 
Nigel Briggs, the newly appointed Project 
Director for Volunteer Vision, has written to 
all volunteers outlining the changes in more 
detail. His letter is attached and he would be 
glad to hear your views and ideas to help turn 
the rhetoric of the ‘Volunteer Vision’ into a 
reality. 
n.briggs@savethechildren.org.uk  
 

East Region Report       
In the first 6 month period of 2010, Save the 
Children’s Eastern branches raised £176,060 
against a target income of £267,961 (Some 
income from January, which is generally a very 
high income month, was recorded back into 
2009/2010 figures, reflecting our new financial 
end of year. Also we did not see the wholesale 
clearing of branch accounts in April, our 
normal year end month). These factors aside, 
branch income is showing a large shortfall 
against target and I would ask any branches 
who have extra funds in their accounts to 
consider transferring them to HQ. 
Non-branch income included Churches 
£10,222 against a target of £6,739, Corporate 
£4,410(target £1,220), Other income £9,805 
(target £11,563), Event income £1,510 (target 
£0) and the outstanding success was Schools 
and Youth, who raised a fantastic £67,446 
against a target of £25,700. A huge thank you 
to everyone who has worked to build and 
sustain our school networks. The schools team 
are working hard with local branches to turn 
schools that raised funds for Haiti into long 
term supporters.  
Across all income streams, Save the Children 
supporters have raised a fantastic £269,453 in 
the period up to and including June 2010. On 
behalf of everyone at Save the Children, I 
would like to say thank you for all your hard 
work and dedication and for the real impact 
your efforts have on the lives of children 
across the globe. I look forward to working 
with you to deliver even greater success in the 
final 6 months of 2010. 
 
George Burroughs,  
Regional Fundraising Executive, Eastern 
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New CEO  

 
Justin Forsyth is the new Chief Executive of 
Save the Children UK. Justin comes with a 
strong track record of securing change at the 
highest levels. He has spent his whole career 
working to overcome poverty, injustice and 
suffering and combines total commitment to 
our cause, with a robust record of delivery. His 
combination of experiences - from his days 
fighting apartheid, to building Oxfam as a global 
force for change, to helping establish Make 
Poverty History and more recently working in 
No 10 for two Prime Ministers, will enable us 
to change even more children’s lives in the 
years to come.  

Emergencies Update 
In the last 12 months, we’ve responded to 
thirty different emergencies across the world. 
Here’s the latest on our recent responses. 
Haiti: Rebuilding after the earthquake  
Almost six months on from Haiti’s devastating 
earthquake, we’ve reached 682,000 children 
and their family members with food, shelter 
and supplies. The magnitude of the earthquake 
that hit on 12 January 2010 and the destruction 
caused was catastrophic. Houses were levelled 
and the country’s infrastructure was widely 
destroyed. Save the Children had to respond 
to the most challenging and complex 
emergency effort that we had ever undertaken. 
With a 30-year history in Haiti, we were on 
the ground when the earthquake hit and 
responded immediately with emergency aid. 
But the country faces a long-term process of 
intense reconstruction, rehabilitation and 
investment. We will be there for the long-
term, helping people rebuild their lives.  
Niger crisis  
Almost 400,000 children in the West African 
country of Niger are at risk of dying of 
starvation over the summer. Save the Children 
is calling for urgent donations to its £7million 

emergency fundraising appeal for the country. 
For more details, log on to 
www.savethechildren.org.uk/food-crisis-
deepens-in-niger.htm 

 
Volunteer Open Day 
On Friday, October 29th there will be an open 
day for all volunteers and supporters at Save 
the Children’s offices in London. 
�x Hear about Save the Children’s 

programme work 
�x Get involved in a variety of ideas 

generation and information gathering 
sessions 

�x Network and see the office in action. 
 
Be informed, involved, inspired.  
Invitations will be sent out soon. There are 
only 150 places so please do reply 
promptly

 
 

Friendship Funday - off 
to a FUNtastic start!  
In May, thousands of children took part in 
Friendship Funday - our annual 
fundraising event for primary-aged children. 
We're hoping to raise at least £50,000 this 
year and early signs are positive, with generous 
donations already coming in and the Schools 
Team receiving fantastic feedback from  
children and adults alike. 
This is just the start of a busy year for 
Friendship Funday, however, as groups can 
take part on any date that suits them. To get 
involved or to request a list of groups in your 
area, please contact Helen Johnson in the 
Schools & Youth Team. She'd love to hear 
from you on 020 7012 6943 as now is the 
perfect time to reach teachers who are 
planning for the new school 
year.   h.johnson@savethechildren.org.uk  

 
Fram becomes Milan 
Clarice Downs, a year 13 student at 
Framlingham College, organised the second 
charity fashion show, which took place in 
March.  The evening was a huge success with 
catwalk outfits generously supplied by local 
boutiques and the students themselves.  To 
round off the night there was live music and an 
auction to help raise £1,430 for Save the 



 

Children. 
 

 
AMYA

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Youth Association 
collected for Save the Children at West Ham 
United, raising over £600. Long term 
supporters of Save the children, AMYA have 
offered to supply manpower to support our 
events in any area in which they have a 
presence. To date they have acted as marshals 
at several central events and have collected at 
multiple venues on our behalf. 
 

 

 
An Explosive Evening of 
Song and Dance 

 
 
On the 25th June the Explosion Arts Company 
staged a fantastic evening of music and dance at 
the Junction, one of Cambridge's premier 
venues, to raise funds for Save the Children. 
Heemali Inamdar, the young director of 
Explosion, oversaw a diverse ranges of acts 
including street dance, ballroom/latin, rap and 
acoustic sets against a background of footage 
of STC emergency responses with music and 
ensemble pieces involving the cast. The evening 
was a great success, raising over £1200, 
reflecting the hard work of Heemali and her 

supporters. A great partnership was formed 
between Explosion and Save the Children. 

Branch News 

Woodbridge Concert  
Kate Threlfall, a friend of Rosemary Wood, a 
committee member of Aldeburgh branch and a 
fellow choir member at St Mary’s Church, 
Woodbridge, organised an informal concert on 
July 4th with local singer Nick Fowler. Kate 
kindly offered to donate the profits to Save the 
Children after she’d heard of the good work 
done locally, especially a Tennis Tournament 
held at Aldeburgh in June, which raised over 
£900. 
The concert, held at St Mary’s on Sunday 4th 
July, raised £120. Rosemary found that some of 
the audience already donate annually to Save 
the Children and were very glad to have an 
update on work going on currently. 

 
The performers outside St Mary’s Church 
 
Faringdon Sky Diver  
On July 3rd, Jenny Barnes of the the Faringdon 
branch did a sponsored tandem sky dive for 
Save the Children at an airfield near Brackley. 
Michael Barnes, a keen Manchester United fan, 
managed to get a signed ball and pennant from 
the club, to help with the fundraising. Anyone 
who sponsored Jenny for £5 got a ticket for a 
draw for either the football or the pennant. In 
all, Jenny raised £1500. If any other branch 
wish to avail themselves of acquiring a Football 
and pennant the e mail address is 
feedback@mufoundation.org.uk  
Margot Manning, also from Faringdon, recently 
completed a 10 mile sponsored walk in 
Cirencester Park, which raised a further £700. 
 
Oxford Festival of Voices.  
The Oxford Branch raised an incredible 
£2280.88 from their recent Festival of Voices 
collection at Dorchester Abbey. 



 

 
 
Grant Language School 

 
Students from the Grant Language School in 
Cambridge who raised funds for STC by 
producing and selling a range of fruit drinks. 
The school is now looking to take part in the 
STC "Student Enterprise Scheme" 
 
On the way to the Palace Garden Party  

 
 
On July 1st, Andrew Harter and his wife Jenny 
from the Banbury branch were invited to a 
garden party at Buckingham Palace hosted by 
HRH the Princess Royal to celebrate her 60th 
birthday. Most of the 3000 people present 
were involved with one or another of the 
many charities so actively supported by 
Princess Anne. Jenny has been working with 
Andrew’s support at the Beaconsfield and 
Banbury branches of Save the Children for 
about thirty years.  They had a wonderful 
afternoon exploring the gardens and meeting 
people and were delighted to have a few words 
with Princess Anne, who worked 
characteristically hard to ensure she met 

everyone. 
Tony Dathan,  Hon .Treasurer of 
Cambridge Branch who died on13th 
March 2010.  
Tony had been a supporter of Save the 
Children for many Years. Since the early 1990s, 
he and his wife June had organised the Save the 
Children Week House to House collection in 
the Newnham area of Cambridge, raising over 
£1000 every year. He also organised the annual 
collection in central Cambridge in November. 
Tony was an energetic tin/bucket collector 
around Cambridge, including the early morning 
(7am to 9am) slot at Cambridge railway 
station, catching the generous early 
commuters. Several years ago, he took over 
from Lady Bondi as treasurer of the branch 
and continued in this role until his sudden 
death from motor neurone disease in March, 
even submitting the annual accounts just before 
his death. 
He was a very active man, cycling to most 
monthly committee meetings, even those out 
of town. On many occasions he used his 
boundless energy serving in the shop in 
Magdalene Street. His cheerful, positive 
attitude is greatly missed by his friends on the 
committee. 
Averil Richards.  
 

 
 
Your Contacts  
Murray Winters , Fundraising Manager 
Tel. 017683 51243   Mob. 077683 85579 
Email m.winters@savethechildren.org.uk 
 
George Burroughs , Fundraising Executive 
Tel. 01449 616475  Mob. 07825 682808 
Email g.burroughs@savethechildren.org.uk 
 
Silke Friesendorf, Fundraising Assistant 
Tel. 0207 012 6699 
Email s.friesendorf@savethechildren.org.uk 
 
Stefanie Rees, Fundraising Advisor  
Tel. 020 7012 6948 
Email s.rees@savethechildren.org.uk 
 
Mike Thomas , Newsletter editor 
Tel. 01462 421824  Mob. 07765 716631 
Email mikethomas@scorpiocs.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Save the Children UK  
1 St John’s Lane,  

London, EC1M 4AR 

Tel: 020 7012 6400 
   


