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Dear colleagues,
Last month we wrote and introduced you to the exciting new campaign being launched on the 24 January 2011, where our call to the public is;
‘Whatever you were born to do, do it to save a child’

Already many of you have started thinking about the campaign and how you can engage and inspire the public locally.   But what’s next?

You are central to the success of our plan to engage the nation and we will work closely with you to support this initiative in your own way - whether that is simply raising awareness of the campaign locally, holding community activities or shop-based ideas.
Every day we hear stories of the creative ways in which you tirelessly raise funds.  I have included just a couple of examples we have heard this week alone.
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As you can see, there are many different ways to use the ‘Born to’ idea and it can be applied to many activities that we know from experience are successful.  It can be as simple or elaborate as you wish – it really is up to you.
We hope that if you use the ‘Born to’ idea to present the existing initiatives and activities that you do for Save the Children then you will benefit from the considerable publicity there will be for the ‘Born to’ campaign nationally, starting on 24th January and building up to Save the Children week at the end of April.

Equally, if new volunteers are attracted to your shop because of the campaign, we hope that your ‘Born to’ ideas will help get them started fundraising for Save the Children.

If you would like to know more about the examples overleaf, please let us know.  We would also love to hear about any initiatives you have tried locally so we can share them in these types of communications – please contact the Community Support Team, their contact details are at the end of this letter.
As you know, children under the age of 5 depend on adults for their survival; they simply can’t make it alone. Older children can fight off simple illnesses like diarrhoea, malaria and pneumonia but for many under-5s these are a killer.  Just making sure that a child gets adequate food makes an enormous difference, not just short term, but for the rest of their life.

Recent research estimates that it takes approximately £543 to help a child reach their 5th birthday - through simple interventions such as mosquito nets, rehydration salts and nutrient-rich nut paste.    Every pound raised helps a child reach 5 years old and you are part of this! 
We will write to you again in January to tell you all about the tools and resources available to get you started.    In the meantime please do share any successful activities you are doing or have done in the past with other colleagues.  The Community Support Team can help you with this or with any other questions you may have.  You can contact them on 0207 012 6997 or on volunteersupport@savethechildren.org.uk.
Many thanks and with best wishes for a lovely Christmas,

Nigel Briggs, Chris Coe and Gemma Sherrington
Born to…Sew


Trading goods have always been a best seller in the Stockton Heath shop and with these stopping at the end of the year they were keen to think of something to fill the gap.





A customer enquiry about peg bags coupled with the donation of a bag of brightly coloured coat hangers and roll of material couldn’t have been timed better!  This was the start of a whole section within the shop which was dedicated to home made goods.  In addition to the pegs bags the volunteers make and sell jewellery rolls, aprons, knitted items, make up bags, Christmas cakes and even postcards of the local scenery.  





What was needed?


They created the labels and packaging themselves.  Rather than using patterns for the craft items they made them up from scratch or in the example of the make up bag - they unpicked a shop bought one and copied the pattern. Other materials were sourced locally such as zips which only cost 31p each.





What do you need to consider?


Think about quantities being made.  Stockton Heath found that the range was very popular so they had to make quite a few at once.





What materials have you had donated with no obvious use – these could be the raw materials for some great homemade products!








Born to….Inspire 


As the year draws to a close, the Nottingham Shop wanted to thank their customers for all the support they had given over the year.





They decided to put together a window display which shows the range of countries which Save the Children operate in and the impact our work has in these countries.  As part of their display they used pictures and labels containing short case studies and cost examples to make decorations which hung on a Christmas tree.  





Not only were they thanking customers but inspiring them to continue with their support by showing the impact it has on children across the world and that the smallest amount makes a huge difference.  Please contact The Community Support Team to see the full range of pictures of the display and the materials used.
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