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Dear colleagues,
Last month we wrote and introduced you to the exciting new campaign being launched on the 24 January 2011, where our call to the public is;
‘Whatever you were born to do, do it to save a child’

Already many of you have started thinking about the campaign and how you can engage and inspire the public locally.   But what’s next?

You are central to the success of our plan to engage the nation and we will work closely with you to support this initiative in your own way - whether that is simply raising awareness of the campaign locally, holding community activities or shop-based ideas.
Every day we hear stories of the creative ways in which you tirelessly raise funds.  I have included just a couple of examples we have heard this week alone and which other volunteers have very kindly shared

As you can see, there are many different ways to use the ‘Born to’ idea and it can be applied to many activities that we know from experience are successful.  It can be as simple or elaborate as you wish – it really is up to you.
We hope that if you use the ‘Born to’ idea to present the existing events and activities that you do for Save the Children then you will benefit from the considerable publicity there will be for the ‘Born to’ campaign nationally, starting on 24th January and building up to Save the Children week at the end of April.

Equally, if new volunteers are attracted to your branch because of the campaign, we hope that your ‘Born to’ ideas will help get them started fundraising for Save the Children.

If you would like to know more about the examples overleaf, please let us know.  We would also love to hear about any initiatives you have tried locally so we can share them in these types of communications – please contact the Community Support Team, their contact details are at the end of this letter.
As you know, children under the age of 5 depend on adults for their survival; they simply can’t make it alone. Older children can fight off simple illnesses like diarrhoea, malaria and pneumonia but for many under-5s these are a killer.  Just making sure that a child gets adequate food makes an enormous difference, not just short term, but for the rest of their life.

Recent research estimates that it takes approximately £543 to help a child reach their 5th birthday - through simple interventions such as mosquito nets, rehydration salts and nutrient-rich nut paste.    Every pound raised helps a child reach 5 years old and you are part of this! 
We will write to you again in January to tell you all about the tools and resources available to get you started.    In the meantime please do share any successful activities you are doing or have done in the past with other colleagues.  The Community Support Team can help you with this or with any other questions you may have.  You can contact them on 0207 012 6997 or on volunteersupport@savethechildren.org.uk.
Many thanks and with best wishes for a lovely Christmas,

Nigel Briggs, Chris Coe and Gemma Sherrington




Born to…. Cook





Some years ago the Church Stretton Branch started a Soup & Apple Pie Lunch which was successful from the start. Numbers have grown over the years and this year they served nearly 100 customers. This year, with a raffle, they raised nearly £600.





As a committee of 11, with helpers on the day, they serve customers from 12.00 to 1.30 with an hour each side to set up and clear away. They book a local venue and do all the advertising and cooking within their committee with the help of other volunteers.  





Ann, the chairman of the branch has put together some top tips – which can be provided by the Community Support Team.














Born to… Sing





Balsall Common Branch hold a very successful event called ‘Sing from Scratch’.





It is held locally with participants encouraged to bring friends and relatives along.  





The aim is to give people a fun evening; there is no need to have sung before or to be able to read music. Frances, who runs the event, teaches mainly by rote and always chooses a repertoire which is known by many and that is suitable for all abilities.  Rehearsals run for an hour and are followed by a break for coffee and baked cakes!  They then hold a concert comprising of the songs learnt and practised in the previous hour.





They don’t sell tickets to the event, although you could if you wished, instead they ask for donations during a talk which is given on Save the Children’s work.  Not only does the event raise money for Save the Children but it is a fun event which raises the profile of Save the Children locally.





Frances is happy to discuss the event in more detail with anyone who is interested in holding something similar.

















