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Earlier this year, Save the Children launched its largest-ever campaign to show
how simple it is to save a childÕs life.

Each year, 10 million children die before their fifth birthday. ThatÕs as many as
one child every three seconds. In the worst countries, like Sierra Leone in
Africa, the rates of survival are so drastically low that one in four children do
not make it to the age of five.

The shocking reality behind these figures is that most of these children are dying
from causes that could be prevented by very simple treatments. Two of the
three main child killers are malaria and diarrhoea - yet rehydration salts and
mosquito nets that cost just a few pounds would keep these children alive.

The global goal to cut child mortality is woefully off track. In order to tackle
this, Save the Children wants 10 million people around the world to take
action by 2010 for the 10 million children who die every year.

IT IS SIMPLE
TO SAVE A
CHILDÕS LIFE

Save the Children
around Northern Ireland

NIABF Website Launch
The Northern Ireland Anti-Bullying Forum has
launched a new website: www.niabf.org.uk
with information and resources to help tackle
bullying of children and young people.  Within
the website there is information explaining what
NIABF is, what different types of bullying there
are and different things that can be done to
support children and young people.

Resources available to download include local
and international research, toolkits enabling
teachers to develop an anti-bullying policy, and
leaflets (pictured right) containing legal advice
for parents/carers.  The website also identifies
sources of additional support for professionals,
parents/carers and children/young people.

Go Tea-potty!
Visit the back page to read more about

how you can support our campaign during
Save the Children Week and beyond!



UPCOMING EVENTS
Ê

21 April - Hearing on Young PeopleÕs Vision of Society, Stormont Hotel.
Ê

22-23 May - Save the ChildrenÕs Alex Tennant will be speaking at The Mitchell
Conference, Moving on from Conflict : Lessons from Northern Ireland

UPCOMING EVENTS
which is being organised by QueenÕs University, Belfast.
Ê

25 June - Research launch ÔVoices of children in povertyÕ
Ê

September - Launch of the second Annual Child Poverty Report

Northern Ireland has twice the level
of ÔpersistentÕ poverty than Britain

In February, Save the Children published a report which showed that Northern
Ireland has higher levels of persistent child poverty in comparison to Great Britain.
Here, one in five children is living in persistent poverty - thatÕs double the level in
the rest of the UK. The research - Persistent Child Poverty in Northern Ireland - which
was carried out by Save the Children in partnership with ARK, found that the study
of poverty over time is important in understanding how many children are affected
in Northern Ireland.

For over a quarter of children, poverty is a short-term issue but for 21% of children
in Northern Ireland, poverty is a long-term experience. Marina Monteith, Child Poverty
Researcher at Save the Children said: ÒPrevious research has shown that Northern
Ireland has similar child poverty rates to other regions in the UK in any one year.

ÒThis new research highlights the fact that over a four-year period, a higher proportion
of children in Northern Ireland experience poverty than in Great Britain and a
greater percentage are likely to live in poverty for a longer period of time.Ó

ÒPersistent poverty impacts adversely on the experience of childhood and life chances
are reduced - in terms of educational opportunities as well as health and wellbeing.
In addition, children living in persistent poverty are in households where parents
are clearly experiencing high levels of stress and struggling to cope.Ó

The research also highlighted the importance of understanding not only the level of
child poverty but also its depth and duration.  Without specifically tackling the persistent
element of poverty and tailoring solutions to tackle it, Save the Children and ARK
say that it is unlikely that the governmentÕs targets for the eradication of child poverty
will be met.From left:  Marina Monteith and Katrina Lloyd presented the key findings of the research at NICVA

In March, Save the ChildrenÕs new ÔchampionÕ - Belfast
businesswoman, Brenda Shankey - made a pre-budget
trip to Downing Street to highlight the need for more
financial support for children living in poverty.

Brenda visited Downing Street - off Belfast's Shankill Road - and talked to workers
from the Women's Centre there who told her about the difficulties families in the area
face in trying to make ends meet, particularly during winter. Local political representatives
Nigel Dodds and Fred Cobain joined her to highlight the need for action.

In contrast to its famous namesake in London, Downing Street in Belfast is situated
in the most deprived ward in Northern Ireland.

BrendaÕs interest in campaigning on child poverty was sparked by the BBC's Spotlight
programme when she 'swapped' her comfortable life in Belfast with a single mother,
struggling to make ends meet in Armagh.

Save the Children used her pre-budget visit to call on the Chancellor to make the
necessary money available to meet the government's promise to halve child poverty
by 2010, on the way to eradicating it by 2020.

With nearly 3 million children in poverty across the UK and 122,000 in Northern
Ireland - the child poverty rates have increased in recent years.

Brenda Shankey will work alongside Save the Children in Northern Ireland and will
take a particular interest in what is being done to help children living in poverty here.
Commenting on her association with the organisation, she said: ÒI got the shock of
my life when I took part in the programme and realised the poverty level which exists
in Northern Ireland today.

ÒAs a mum, I was particularly struck by the way this affects children and young people
who have no choice in the matter. I pledged afterwards that I would do all I could
to highlight their plight and raise awareness as they have no real voice - so I am
delighted to be working with Save the Children.Ó

BRENDA SHANKEY VISITS DOWNING STREET
TO HIGHLIGHT NEED FOR ACTION

Nigel Dodds, Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Investment, MP and MLA and Fred Cobain MLA, with Brenda
Shankey campaigning on Belfast's Downing Street with help from Kenzie Seatan and Sophie Hindes (from
the Shankill Women's Centre creche).



Belfast fundraiserÕs Robert Lamrock and Neville Rodgers have been honoured by
HRH The Princess Royal at The Save the Children Awards in London.

Robert, a Senior Programme Director at UTV and dedicated supporter of Save the
Children in Northern Ireland was recognised for outstanding services to children
with the, ÒLasting AchievementÓ award.

Over the past 20 years, he has supported every aspect of Save the ChildrenÕs work
- from house to house collections to selling tickets for events and securing speakers
and entertainers for a number of major fundraising events.  In addition to chairing
Save the ChildrenÕs fundraising advisory committee, he has played a governance
role on the Board of Trustees. He has also helped organise a number of media trips
to highlight the work done by the organisation in drought-stricken Sudan.

In the last two decades, RobertÕs fundraising endeavours have helped raise millions
of pounds.

Neville, a Partner in Fortress Architectural Systems, received Save the ChildrenÕs
ÒFundraiser of the YearÓ award, an outstanding achievement for a new supporter.

NevilleÕs sister Leza Frazer picked up the award on his behalf.  She said: ÒNeville
is disappointed not to be able to collect this award in person. We are all so very
proud of him for what he has achieved already.  And I know that he is planning more
fundraising efforts this year as well.Ó

Neville Rodgers became a volunteer with Save the Children only last year. His first
fundraising effort was to run the New York Marathon in aid of Save the Children.
He and two other runners completed the grueling 26 miles and organised a gala
ball - which together raised more than £59,000.

AND... he is planning to do it all again. The Gala Ball will be held on 18 October
at the Culloden Hotel. If you are interested in attending please contact Hazel or
Anne on  028 9062 0000 for details.

SAVE THE CHILDREN AWARDS

UPCOMING EVENTS
Ê

Save the Children Week 2008 - 27 April to 3 May

Fundraising - Go Tea-potty parties - organise yours during Save the Children
Week.  Call Hazel for an information pack on 028 9062 0000

Giant Sleep Over on 14 June across Northern Ireland

Volunteer Day at Hillsborough Castle - register now for this Autumn event

Golf Day on 5 October at Malone Golf Club, Belfast.

Gala Ball on 18 October in the Culloden Hotel

BRANCH NEWS
Ê

Record breaking Bangor!

Something of a record has taken place in the Bangor branch of Save the Children.
Since 1985, Francis Hewitt has been organising an annual bridge party in aid of
Save the Children Fund.

The first bridge party raised £328.  23 years on, this yearÕs bridge party raised
a whopping £1600.  Well done Francis!

Francis is also a founder member of the Save the Children charity shop which
opened in Bangor in 1984.

OTHER NEWS
Ê

CALLING LADIES WHO LUNCH !

Save the Children is holding a LadiesÕ Luncheon at Malone Golf Club in Belfast
on Wednesday 28 May.  WeÕd be delighted to see as many volunteers and friends
there as possible - so book early to avoid disappointment!

As well as a delicious lunch, you will be treated to a guest speaker, raffle and much
more.  Tickets cost £25 per person and you can reserve a place by calling Hazel
or Anne on 028 9062 0000.

WORKING HARD TO SAVE CHILDRENÕS LIVES!

Dr Balwant Singh, Save the ChildrenÕs Regional Director for South and Central
Asia, visited Northern Ireland on the 9 and 10 of April. He met children at St
ColmanÕs College in Newry, and at Finaghy Primary School in Belfast as well as
volunteers and supporters at a reception at Clifton House in Belfast.

Dr Singh talked about the work that Save the Children is doing particularly in
India, where rates of child mortality are alarmingly high, and in Bangladesh, where
child mortality rates are falling. Dr Singh said ÒBangladesh has shown that simple,

cheap solutions can save childrenÕs lives. In the last two decades, Bangladesh has
prevented more than 2 million child deaths by improving immunisation coverage
but we need your help now more than ever.Ó

BE A RECORD BREAKER! TAKE PART IN THE GIANT SLEEPOVER

Do you know some kids who'd love to be
Guiness World Record breakers? Well they
can on Saturday 14 June. On this one special
night of the year all registered teachers and
youth leaders can organise a sleepover in
their school, at the scout or guide group hall,
or even (as many of our groups do) make it
a night spent under canvas.

The Giant Sleepover is for kids (and adults too), but is aimed mainly at children
aged 5 -16 years. Thousands of children have an amazing night of fun, friendship
and fundraising for Save the Children. Join us to make sure you are part of the
worlds biggest sleepover.  For more information email:
events@savethechildren.org.uk or phone Tom on 0207 012 6615

HRH The Princess Royal presenting Save the Children fundraiser Robert Lamrock with his, ÒLasting AchievementÓ
Award.

HRH The Princess Royal presenting Save the Children fundraiser Neville Rodgers sister Leza Fraser, ÒFundraiser
of the YearÓ award.




